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SOD,  OUR  FATHER,  Thoi 
Searcher  of  men's  hearts,  help  us  t^ 
draw  near  to  Thee  in  sincerity  an< 
truth.  May  our  religion  be  filled  wi)l 
gladness  and  may  our  worship  of  Thej 
be  natural. 

Strengthen  and  increase  our  a< 
miration  for  honest  dealing  and  deal 
thinking,  and  suffer  not  our  hatred 
hypocrisy  and  pretense  ever  to  dimii 
ish.  Encourage  us  in  our  endeavor  to 
live  above  the  common  level  of  life. 
Make  us  to  choose  the  harder  right 
instead  of  the  easier  wrong,  and  never 
to  be  content  with  a  half-truth  when 
the  whole  can  be  won.  Endow  us  with 
courage  that  is  born  of  Royalty  to  all 
that  is  noble  and  worthy,  that  scorns 
to  compromise  with  vice  and  Injustice, 
and  knows  no  fear  when  truth  and 
right  are  in  jeopardy. 

Guard  us  against  flippancy  and  ir- 
reverence in  the  sacred  things  of  life. 
Grant  us  new  ties  of  friendship  and 
new  opportunities  of  service.  Kindle 
our  hearts  in  fellowship  with  those  of 
a  cheerful  countenance,  and  soften 
our  hearts  with  sympathy  for  those 
who  sorrow  and  suffer. 

Help  us,  in  our  work  and  in  our  play, 
to  keep  ourselves  physically  strong, 
mentally  awake  and  morally  straight, 
that  we  may  the  better  maintain  the 
honor  of  the  Corps  untarnished  and 
unsullied.  ...  All  of  which  we  ask  in 
the  name  of  the  Great  Friend  and^ 
Master  of  men.    Amen. 

From  Bugle  Notes,  tlie   Handbook 
of    the    United    States    Coi '  • 

Cadets,     U.     S.     Military  .'. 
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IN  civilian  life,  young  Arthur 
Tripp  of  Brooklyn  cared  little  for 
religion.  He  was  a  carefree,  happy- 
go-lucky  young  chap,  and  such 
things  as  church  and  Sunday  school 
had  little  appeal  for  him.  He  was 
not  a  bad  kid — just  full  of  the  love 
of  life  and  too  preoccupied  with 
having  a  good  time  to  take  such 
matters  seriously. 

His  parents,  sincere  churchgoers 
and  earnest  Christians,  tried  to  in- 
fluence him  to  take  up  the  Chris- 
tian way.  So  did  his  pastor.  But 
somehow  it  was  hard  to  pin  the 
lively  youngster  down.  His  parents 
finally  sighed  and  decided  to  "leave 
him  in  the  Lord's  hands.  He'll  bring 
Arthur  around  in  His  own  time." 

In  July,  1940,  Arthur  enlisted  in 
the  Marines.  The  next  thing  his 
parents  knew,  their  son  was  a  Cor- 
poral, and  was  in 
the  thick  of  the 
fighting  ' '  s  o  m  e  - 
where  in  the  South 
Pacific." 

A  few  weeks 
ago  the  pastor  of 
Brooklyn's  Lef- 
ferts  Park  Baptist 
Church  got  a  let- 
ter. It  was  from 
Chaplain  W. 
Wyeth    Willard, 


Chaplain  Willard 

baptizing  Corporal 
Tripp  in  the  Lunga 
River,      Guadalcanal 
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stationed  at  the  time  of  writing  with 
the  Marines  then  on  Guadalcanal. 
It  bore  good  news  for  both  pastor 
and  parents.   It  said : 

"This  is  to  notify  you  that  one  of 
your  young  men,  Arthur  Shepherd 
Tripp,  of  1599  East  54th  Street, 
Brooklyn,  was  baptized  by  me  in 
the  Lunga  River,  Guadalcanal,  B.S.I, 
on  December  2,  1942.  Arthur  has 
had  a  real  experience  with  the  Lord 
— as  have  many  other  young  men 
who    have    had    battle    experience. 

"A  week  ago  last  Sunday,  No- 
vember 27,  Arthur  came  forward 
with  17  others  in  his  group,  and 
publicly  professed  Jesus  Christ  as 
his  own  personal  Saviour  and  Lord. 
Baptism    followed    on    December   2. 

"Arthur  Tripp  has  authorized  me 
to  submit  his  name  for  membership 
in  the  Lefferts  Park  Baptist  Church." 
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Some    quotations    that 
will     stand     repeating 


•  Of  all  the  things  that  give  a  reserve 
of  power  to  our  men  of  arms,  there  is 
nothing  greater  than  the  realization  that 
behind  them  there  is  a  deep  immovable 
faith — faith  in  America,  in  democracy, 
in  the  boys  themselves  .  .  .  and  in  God. 
You  can't  leave  God  out,  for  they  are 
all  tied  up  together.  We  cannot  be- 
lieve even  in  ourselves  deeply  unless 
we  believe  in  God.  That  is  why  we 
hear  of  men  praying  in  shell  holes  and 
bomb  craters — they  know  they  need 
faith  to  be  good  soldiers,  but  how  much 
more  strength  those  prayers  bring  when 
the  lad  in  uniform  is  conscious  of  a 
vast  arm  of  prayer  and  faith  reaching 
out  to  support  him  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger and  exhaustion !  It  is  that  inner 
strength  that  carried  England  through 
her  darkest  days.  As  America  pre- 
pares for  the  unknown  future,  we  dare 
not  neglect  the  source  of  unity  and 
power,  — Charles  A.  Wells 

•  By  profession  I  am  a  soldier,  and  take 
pride  in  that  fact;  but  I  am  prouder, 
infinitely  prouder,  to  be  a  father.  A 
soldier  destroys  in  order  to  build;  a 
father  only  builds,  never  destroys.  The 
one  has  the  potentialities  of  death ;  the 
other  embodies  creation  and  life,  and 
while  the  hordes  of  death  are  mighty 
the  battalions  of  life  are  mightier  still. 
It  is  my  hope  that  my  son,  when  I  am 
gone,  will  remember  me  not  from  the 
battle,  but  in  the  home  repeating  with 
him  our  simple,  daily  prayer,  "Our 
Father,  who  art  in  heaven." 

— General  Douglas  Mc Arthur 


•  We  may  sweep  the  world  clean  of 
militarism.  We  may  scrub  the  earth 
white  of  autocracy.  We  may  carpet  it 
with  democracy,  and  drape  it  with  the 
flags  of  republicanism.  We  may  hang 
on  the  walls  the  thrilling  pictures  of 
freedom — here  the  signing  of  Amer- 
ica's independence,  there  the  thrilling 
portrait  of  Joan  of  Arc,  yonder  the 
Magna  Charta,  and  on  this  side  the  in- 
spiring picture  of  Garibaldi.  We  may 
spend  effort  and  energy  to  make  the 
world  Paradise  itself,  where  the  lion  of 
capitalism  can  lie  down  with  the  pro- 
letariat lamb.  But  if  we  turn  into  that 
spendid  room  mankind  with  the  same 
old  heart,  "deceitful"  and  "desperately 
wicked,"  we  may  expect  to  clean  house 
again  not  many  days  hence.  What  we 
need  is  a  peace  conference  with  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 

— The  late  Arthur  Brisbane 

•  You  remember  the  story  of  the  old 
British  chieftain.  The  Romans  had  in- 
vaded Britain  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
tribes  were  gathered  in  council.  Each 
had  a  different  plan,  and  each  was 
determined  to  go  his  own  way. 

Finally  an  old  chieftain  arose.  Pick- 
ing up  a  bunch  of  fagots,  he  handed 
each  man  a  stick.  "Break  them !"  he 
directed.  And  each  broke  his  stick  with 
ease. 

Then  he  took  an  equal  number  of 
sticks  and  tied  them  together  into  a 
bundle.  "Now  try  to  break  them!"  he 
told  them.  And  not  even  the  strongest 
man  could  do  it. 

"That,"  he  pointed  out,  "is  the  dif- 
ference working  separately  and  work- 
ing together  as  one!" 

What  has  this   to  do  with   religion? 

Religion  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
words  "re''  and  "ligo,"  meaning — "To 
bind  together."  And  that  is  the  whole 
purpose  of  religion,  to  bind  people  to- 
gether for  a  common  purpose. 

— /.   W.  Fifield 
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By  HENRY   SMITH   LEIPER 

American  Secretary,  World  Council  of  Churches 


UNITED  Press  Correspondent 
Charles  P.  Arnot,  who  was  with 
the  Marines  on  Guadalcanal,  re- 
cently cabled  home  a  story  that 
probably  surprised  some  people.  It 
was  to  the  effect  that  between  sixty 
and  seventy  per  cent  of  the  pilots 
who  had  been  shot  down  in  damaged 
planes  near  Guadalcanal  had  been 
able  to  get  back  to  base. 

How?  "Thanks  to  fuzzy-haired 
natives !" 

One  pilot  named  Bollman  told  of 
his  rescue  and  of  his  discovery  that 
his  rescuers  were  Christians.  They 
took  him  to  their  church  and  he 
had  to  shake  hands  all  round. 

Another  pilot  recounted  the  story 
of  his  approach  to  a  tropical  island 
in  his  rubber  boat  after  a  sea  crash. 
Two  natives  were  waiting  for  him 
on  the  beach.  "They  gave  me  a 
scare  for  a  minute,"  he  said.  "They 
stood    there    swinging    long,    sharp 


Dr.   H.  S.   Leiper 


knives  and  shout- 
ing, *Me  friendly, 
me  Christian.'  I 
took  their  word 
for  it.  They 
proved  to  be  Bill 
and  Ben,  both 
swell  fellows." 

These  South  Sea  incidents  illus- 
trate a  kind  of  experience  which 
more  and  more  of  our  American 
overseas  forces,  now  in  thirty  dif- 
ferent areas  around  the  globe,  are 
bound  to  have.  To  them  will  come 
in  unexpected  ways  the  realization 
that  lay  behind  Wendell  Willkie's 
recent  speech  on  his  return  from  a 
world-girdling  flight  —  namely,  that 
goodwill  for  the  U.  S.  A.  is  to  be 
found  in  all  sorts  of  unexpected 
places. 

"There  exists  in  the  world  today," 
said  Mr.  Willkie,  "a  gigantic  reser- 
voir of  goodwill  toward  you  the 
American  people.  .  .  .  Many  things 
have  created  this  enormous  reser- 
voir.   At  the  top  of  this  list  go  the 
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hospitals,  schools  and  colleges  which 
Americans — many  of  them  mission- 
aries— have  founded  in  the  far  cor- 
ners of  the  world."  The  missionary 
has  gone  to  make  his  home  among 
these  peoples — not  to  take  some- 
thing from  them  or  sell  them  some- 
thing, but  to  give  them  something 
which  they  would  be  glad  to  have. 

For  a  good  many  years  now 
Christians  in  America  have  been 
building  up  that  kind  of  goodwill  in 
ways  which  have  not  made  the 
headlines,  and  which  have  some- 
times been  grotesquely  raisrepre- 
sented  by  casual  travelers  who 
know  nothing  about  the  real  story 
of  Christian  missions.  One  of  the 
many  services  which  the  returning 
American  soldier,  sailor  or  airman 
can  render  the  folks  back  home  will 
be  to  give  them  a  firsthand  impres- 
sion of  what  it  means  to  have  one 
world-wide  fellowship  of  Christians 
growing  up,  even  in  the  out-of-the- 
way  places. 

Many  who  did  a  bit  more  than  the 
required  amount  of  reading  in  high 
school  or  college  days  will  recall 
that  when  Charles  Darwin  in  his 
youth  visited  one  of  the  island  mis- 
sions of  the  English  Church,  he  was 
so  amazed  by  what  he  found  that 
he  came  as  near  to  emotional  en- 
thusiasm as  his  cool  scientific  tem- 
per would  allow.  Here  was  some- 
thing more  than  human  evolution. 
Here  was  revolution,  in  the  best 
sense,  toward  a  higher  kind  of  life 
— all  in  a  space  of  a  few  short 
years  and  in  one  generation. 

The  inquiring  American  military 
man,  traveling  the  world  at  Uncle 
Sam's  expense,  will  want  to  know 
something  of  the  broad  outlines  of 


the  missionary  program  of  his  own 
fellow  countrymen.  From  very  small 
beginnings  a  century  and  a  third 
ago,  roughly  about  1810,  this  pro- 
gram has  grown  to  be  one  of  the 
great  overseas  activities  of  Ameri- 
cans— and  they  are  partners  in  it 
with  churches  of  many  other  coun- 
tries. In  the  years  just  before  the 
present  war,  Protestant  Christians 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
were  giving  about  $48,000,000  a 
year   toward   this   enterprise. 

The  staff  of  workers  from  North 
America  in  the  late  thirties  con- 
sisted of  over  eleven  thousand  men 
and  women,  while  the  combined 
staff  of  non-Roman  missionaries 
from  the  Christian  agencies  of  all 
countries  was  more  than  twenty- 
seven  thousand.  With  them  are 
associated  nearly  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pastors,  teachers,  doctors  and 
nurses  from  the  people  of  the  many 
countries  into  which  missions  have 
spread.  In  the  churches  that  have 
grown  out  of  this  far-flung  effort, 
there  are  approximately  six  mil- 
lion Christians.  The  missions  main- 
tained fifty-seven  thousand  schools 
with  over  three  million  pupils  and 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  colleges 
with  thirty-two  thousand  students ; 
a  thousand  hospitals  have  been 
founded  and  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  patients  are  cared  for 
in  them  each  year. 

An  unending  debate  goes  on  con- 
cerning the  value  of  mission  activ- 
ity. But  all  the  while  it  rages  there 
are  growing  up  millions  of  boys  and 
girls  in  the  far  lands  of  Asia  and 
Africa  who  think  of  America  with 
affection  and  admiration  because  of 
what    its    Christian    churches    have 
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brought  to  them.  They  live  as  close 
to  the  realities  of  life  and  death  as 
does  the  soldier  in  time  of  war. 
They  know  that  religious  faith  is 
not  a  mere  optional  extra  but  the 
biggest  thing  a  person  can  have 
when  he  is  in  such  a  predicament 
as  confronted  Eddie  Rickenbacker 
floating  on  the  wide  expanse  of  the 
Pacific  in  his  little  rubber  boat. 

They  know,  as  many  of  us  with 
more  luxuries  and  more  amuse- 
ments to  take  our  thoughts  off  the 
deeper  down  experiences  do  not, 
that  the  conquest  of  fear  is  even 
more  important  for  many  than  the 
conquest  of  want.  And  it  has  been 
their  experience  that  the  way  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  himself  an  Ori- 
ental peasant  in  a  hill  village,  is  the 
best  way  there  is  to  overcome  fear. 

They  have  learned  much  about 
overcoming  want  as  well,  for  the 
missionary  has  always  remembered 
that  Jesus,  who  said  that  man  does 
not  live  by  bread  alone,  also  taught 
his  followers  to  pray,  "Give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread."  So  farm 
methods  of  the  best  kind,  improved 
stock,  industrial  training,  irrigation, 
schemes,  plant  selection  and  experi- 
ments with  all  kinds  of  new  scien- 
tific ways  of  doing  things  have  been 
introduced  by  missionaries. 

One  Chinese  some  years  ago  said 


to  a  missionary  colleague  of  mine 
on  the  campus  of  one  of  the  sixteen 
fine  Christian  colleges  and  universi- 
ties in  that  land:  "What  China 
needs  is  not  Christianity,  but  sci- 
ence." 

My  friend  replied:  "She  needs 
both.  And  did  you  notice  the  fact 
that  the  best  scientific  laboratories 
in  China  are  on  the  campuses  of 
Christian  universities?  The  scien- 
tists did  not  care  enough  about 
your  future  to  bring  you  the  re- 
sults of  their  work,  but  the  Chris- 
tian churches  did!" 

The  basic  freedom  which  makes 
science  possible  is  freedom  of  the 
mind.  And  it  was  Jesus  who  said: 
"Seek  ye  the  truth,  and  the  truth 
shall  make  you  free." 

It  may  be  not  too  much  to  hope 
that  when  this  war  is  over  there 
will  spread  all  over  America  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  services 
rendered  the  cause  of  human  free- 
dom by  the  missionary  just  because 
of  the  experiences  reported  by 
Americans  who  come  for  the  first 
time  into  direct  contact  with  the 
younger  churches  of  Asia  and 
Africa. 

That  would  be  a  return  of  "lease- 
lend"  well  worth  while  for  all  con- 
cerned ! 


Ly  ALMIGHTY  GOD,  who  art  a  most  strong  tower  to  all  them 
that  put  their  trust  in  thee:  he  now  and  evermore  our  defense; 
grant  us  victory,  if  it  be  thy  will.  Look  in  pity  upon  the  wounded 
and  prisoners,  cheer  the  anxious,  comfort  the  bereaved,  succor  the 
dying,  have  mercy  on  the  fallen,  and  hasten  the  time  when  war 
shall  cease  in  all  the  world;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
— From  Proposed  English  Prayer  Book  (1928) 


Fear     is     not     always     cowardice; 
it's  often  a  sign  of  high  courage  I 
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A  WOMAN  of  my  acquaintance 
has  an  absolute  horror  of  height. 
Her  son  was  amused  at  her  inabil- 
ity to  look  into  the  Grand  Canyon, 
and  at  her  stubborn  refusal  to  travel 
by  air.  Not  long  ago,  this  lad  was 
taken  into  our  Army,  and,  from  a 
remote  training  camp,  sent  his 
mother  an  honest  confession  that 
he  was  "afraid  of  being  afraid." 

"I  don't  know  whether  I'm  a 
brave  man  or  a  coward,"  he  wrote, 
"and  the  doubt  worries  me  all  the 
time." 

On  receipt  of  the  letter,  his 
mother  climbed  into  a  plane,  and 
flew  to  her  son.  "I  thought  you 
were  afraid  to  fly,"  he  boy  said. 

"I  am,"  the  mother  replied,  "but 
I  flew  to  show  you  that  fear  can 
be  conquered,  if  the  reason  is  good 
enough.  A  brave  man  is  not  a  man 
who  isn't  afraid,  but  one  whose 
will  is  stronger  than  his  fear." 

Hers  was  a  wise  and  courageous 
example,  and  a  wise  and  courageous 
speech.  Most  of  us,  I  think,  are 
afraid    of   being   afraid — and,    gen- 

•  Written  by  the  noted  playwright  and  au- 
thor, this  article  is  reprinted  here  by  special 
permission  of  Mr.  Pollock.  It  is  copyrighted 
by  the  author,  and  is  part  of  his  book, 
Guide  Posts  m  Chaos,  published  by  the 
Thomas   Y.    Crowell    Co.,    New   York,    N.    Y. 
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erally,  without  cause.  For,  as  some- 
one advised,  "Don't  fret  about  being 
crazy,  because  if  you  were  crazy, 
you  wouldn't  fret  about  it,"  so  I 
suspect  the  genuine  coward  is  fear- 
ful of  everything  hut  fear. 

A  famous  Indian  fighter,  who  also 
had  served  with  Roosevelt's  Rough 
Riders,  told  me  that  he  had  never 
gone  into  action  without  "shaking 
in  my  boots.  Afterward,  I  often 
was  astonished  at  my  own  good  con- 
duct. Once,  hotly  pursued  by  a 
greatly  superior  force  of  savages, 
half  a  dozen  of  us  took  refuge  in  a 
log  cabin  on  a  hill.  While  we  were 
barricading  ourselves,  we  realized 
that  we  were  without  water,  and  I 
hurried  to  a  neighboring  brook  with 
a  five-gallon  can.  As  I  filled  it, 
shots  began  pattering  around  me. 
That  five  gallons  of  water  was  the 
heaviest  load  I  ever  carried.  Every 
step  of  the  way,  I  was  tempted  to 
drop  it  and  run.  When  the  Indians 
had  been  driven  ofif,  we  rushed  for 
a  drink — and  found  the  tin  empty. 
The  first  shots  had  punctured  it  in 
several  places,  the  precious  liquid 
had  escaped  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
brook,  and  the  unbearable  weight 
with  which  I  had  struggled  uphill 
had  been  only  a  few  ounces  of 
metal.  Boy,  was  I  scared  t©  death !" 

Almost  any  intelligent  man  would 
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have  been,  equally  frightened  under 
the  circumstances,  but  only  a  brave 
man — a  man  whose  character  and 
sense  of  responsibility  were  stronger 
than  his  natural  instincts — would 
have  finished  the  job. 

Any  number  of  people  "scared  to 
death"  have  died  bravely  for  their 
faith,  or  for  freedom  or  humanity, 
and  they  were  true  heroes.  Others 
who  never  knew  fear  have  walked 
jauntily  into  the  prize  ring,  or  the 
bull  ring,  but  failed  of  the  every- 
day courage  involved  in  everyday 
tasks. 

What  we  call  "nerve"  often  is 
only  absence  of  nerves,  of  imagi- 
nation and  sensibility,  and  these  are 
the  very  things  that  produce  the 
most  successful  effort. 

When  I  asked  Augustus  Thomas, 
the  dramatist  and  orator,  "When 
can  a  man  make  a  speech  without 
being  frightened?"  Gus  replied, 
"When  he  can't  make  a  good 
speech." 

But  the  best  illustration  I  know 
of  the  difference  between  being 
afraid  and  being  a  coward  was 
given  me  by  that  picturesque  war 
correspondent  and  brilliant  author, 
Richard  Harding  Davis.  During  a 
battle  in  Cuba,  Davis  said,  a  com- 
manding officer  accused  his  adjutant 
of  being  scared.  "You're  darned 
right !"  answered  the  adjutant.  "And 
if  you  were  as  badly  scared  as  / 
am  you'd  be  ten  miles  in  the  rear !" 

Courage,  in  other  words;  is  a 
mental  and  moral  rather  than  physi- 
cal attribute.  It  implies  resolution, 
the  power  of  mind  over  matter,  the 
willingness  and  ability  to  fight  for 
ideals,  whether  one  wishes  to  fight 
or  not.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  sup- 


pose no  truly  civilized  person  ever 
wishes  to  fight.  That  is  one  of  the 
vulnerable  points  of  civilization. 
But  the  more  worth  while  a  man, 
the  less  he  is  governed  by  his  wishes 
and  the  more  by  his  obligations.  The 
finest  type  of  courage  may  lie  in  a 
very  commonplace  and  inconspicu- 
ous turning  from  the  easiest  way, 
putting  aside  one's  own  preferences 
and  inclinations  for  what  we  old- 
fashioned  folk   still  call  duty. 

Life  is  full  of  these  minor  tri- 
umphs over  natural  fainthearted- 
ness. "Every  time  I  had  to  go  up 
and  reef  a  tops'l  in  a  gale  of  wind," 
an  old  sailor  confided  in  me,  "I  was 
scared  to  death."  Nevertheless, 
tops'Is  had  to  be  reefed,  and  he 
reefed  'em. 

My  own  idea  of  superlative  hero- 
ism is  that  of  a  farmer  who  lived 
near  an  uncle  of  mine  in  Michigan. 
Regularly,  he  went  smiling  to  plow 
or  plant  or  reap  or  feed  the  stock, 
and  so  feed  and  clothe  a  consid- 
erable family.  When  this  man  died, 
it  was  disclosed  that  for  years  he 
had  suffered  from  an  incurable  and 
excruciatingly  painful   malady. 

"How  he  walked  behind  that  plow, 
day  after  day,  is  more  than  I  can 
understand,"  the  doctor  said. 

But  now  /  understand.  It  wasn't 
that  the  farmer  didn't  feel  pain.  In 
that  case,  there  would  have  been  no 
need  for  courage.  It  wasn't  that  he 
didn't  hate  and  dread  pain,  or  that 
he  wouldn't  have  done  most  things 
to  avoid  it.  Only  one  thing  he 
dreaded  more  than  pain,  one  thing 
he  wouldn't  do  to  avoid  pain,  and 
that  was  what  seemed  to  him  more 
important  than  fear  or  pain — lying 
down  on  his  job. 
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Chiefly,  we  fear  that  to  which 
we  are  not  accustomed.  Gold  and 
precious  stones  couldn't  persuade 
me  to  stand  on  a  lofty  girder  or 
ledge,  but  steelworkers  and  window 
cleaners  do  it  every  day.  Gold 
and  precious  stones  probably  couldn't 
persuade  them  to  face  an  audience 
of  a  thousand  people,  but  I  do  that 
almost  every  day.  There  is  no  cour- 
age involved  in  their  working  at 
dizzy  heights,  or  in  my  facing  audi- 
ences, but  it  would  take  much  cour- 
age for  either  of  us  to  do  the  other 
thing,  and  I  like  to  believe  either 
of  us  might  do  it  if  the  motive 
were  good  enough.  I  like  to  believe 
that  the  riveter  would  face  any 
audience  to  plead  for  what  he 
thought  right  and  essential,  and  that 
I  might  just  possibly  climb  out  on 
that  girder  or  ledge  to  save  a  fel- 
low creature.  Both  of  us  would  be 
"scared  to  death"  because  we  were 
doing  an  unaccustomed  thing. 

When  I  asked  Edgar  Beecher 
Bronson,  the  big-game  hunter,  how 
he  could  stand  with  only  a  camera 
in  hand  while  lions  approached,  he 
answered,  "What's  the  fastest  you 
ever  drove  a  car?" 

"Oh,  ninety  or  an  hundred  miles 
an  hour,  I  suppose." 

Bronson  grinned.  "Nothing  on 
earth  could  induce  me  to  do  that." 

I  know  men  who,  in  the  last 
World  War,  dozed  peacefully  be- 
neath big  guns  in  action.  They 
weren't  heroic  at  the  moment;  they 
were  tired,  and,  after  months  of  it, 
accustomed  to  guns  in  action.  I 
know  a  pugilist  who  went  on  fight- 
ing after  he'd  broken  his  wrist,  but 
he  had  felt  no  pain,  and  been  un- 
aware of  the   injury.    George   Ber- 


nard Shaw  said,  "The  courage  to 
rage  and  kill  is  cheap.  I  have  an 
English  bull  terrior  who  is  full  of 
that  brand  of  courage,  but  he  lets 
my  groom  thrash  him  all  the  same." 

Real  courage,  in  battle  or  out  of 
it,  is  the  brand  that  doesn't  let  the 
groom  thrash  you — or  Life — or 
what  you  believe  to  be  Unworthy  or 
Evil.  Real  courage  is  the  subordina- 
tion of  everything  else  to  a  faith 
that  seems  of  greater  urgence  than 
anything  else — fear  or  favor  or 
comfort  or  security  or  even  sur- 
vival. 

The  valor  we  praise  in  song  and 
story  is  largely  the  bunk.  It  isn't 
the  six-footer  with  the  broad  shoul- 
ders and  the  mighty  punch  who  is 
always  first  "over  the  top."  A  lot 
of  Victoria  crosses  and  Congres- 
sional and  Carnegie  medals  have 
gone  to  nervous  little  chaps  who 
just  "got  by"  the  doctor. 

Many  a  lad  in  military  training 
today,  hating  it  and  wondering 
what  he'll  do  if  the  test  comes,  is 
going  to  surprise  himself  and  his 
comrades.  It's  the  person  who 
hasn't  enough  imagination  to  be 
scared  before  the  event,  and  so  to 
prepare  for  it,  who  is  most  likely 
to  succumb  to  the  sudden  reality. 

Long  ago,  a  friend  of  mine  in- 
sisted that  he  and  I  and  a  chance 
acquaintance  witness  a  duel  at 
Heidelberg.  "Don't  be  sissies,"  he 
taunted  us.  When  the  duel  ended 
very  seriously,  my  friend  fainted — 
and  the  other  "sissy,"  who  proved 
to  be  a  surgeon,  saved  the  man's 
life. 

There's  no  cowardice  in  being 
afraid ;  courage  consists  in  what  one 
does  then,  and  afterward,  and  zvhy. 


By      IVAN      M.      GOULD 


AS  Clifton  Fadiman  might  say  regard- 
ing "Information  Please,"  the  Serv- 
ice Men's  Christian  League  goes  on  its 
"unrehearsed  and  spontaneous  sort  of 
way."  Every  day  we  are  hearing  from 
more  chaplains,  and  realize  that  the 
League  is  becoming  organized  in  m.any 
parts  of  the  world. 

How  goes  the  League  ?   Swell ! 

We  know  there  must  be  some  chap- 
lains who  disapprove  of  the  League  and 
see  no  reason  for  its  existence,  but  we 
never  hear  from  them.  We  are  almost 
as  anxious  to  hear  criticism  as  we  are 
praise,  because  that  is  the  only  way  we 
can  make  the  League  what  it  should  be. 
And  remember  the  Service  Men's  Chris- 
tian League  is  yours ! 

But  it  does  encourage  all  of  us  to 
get  letters  such  as  the  following: 


HOW  GOES  THE  LEAGUE? 


,   ,   ,   A  communique  from 
the    General   Secretary 


"The  Service  Men's  Christian  League  seems 
to  be  the  answer  to  a  Protestant  chaplain's 
prayers.  I  do  believe  that  such  an  organiza- 
tion will  be  very  beneficial  to  our  men  in  the 
service." 

"Your  letter  of  December  4th  reached  me 
a  few  days  ago  here  at  this  far-distant  out- 
post in  Alaska,  and  I  was  very  much  inter- 
ested in  reading  about  your  proposed  pro- 
gram. I  am  happy  to  learn  that  there  is  a 
united  program  being  sponsored  by  Protes- 
tantism, and  I  believe  this  will  be  much  more 
effective  than  were  each  denomination  to 
carry   on   its  own  program." 

You  will  find  a  number  of  similar 
expressions  in  the  "Now,  See  Here!" 
department  (pages  28-30).  Chaplains 
and  service  men  in  both  the  Army  and 
the  Navy  write  this  way  to  us.  There 
must  be   a   reason. 

League  Membership 

While  our  emphasis  has  not  been  on 
organizing  local  units,  we  do  feel  that 
the  League  must  become  definite  enough 
in  each  Post  so  that  a  man  may  feel 
he  is  really  joining  something  when  he 
takes  membership  in  the  League.  For 
that  reason  we  hope  that  each  chap- 
lain will  discuss,  either  in  open  meet- 
ing or  in  private  interviews,  the  mean- 
ing of  membership  in  the  League. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  mem- 
bership is  open  to  all  those  who  have 
accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  Saviour.  If 
a  man  is  a  member  of  a  Christian 
church,  he  need  take  no  additional 
vows.    The  League  is  the  extension  of 
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the  educational  program  of  his  own 
church  into  the  Armed  Services. 

By  becoming  a  member  of  the  League, 
a  man  confesses  his  belief  and  loyalty 
to  Christ  before  all  men  and  joins  with 
like-minded  Christians  in  a  religious 
fellowship.  This  should  deepen  his  reli- 
gious faith  and  help  to  sustain  him  until 
he  can  return  to  the  program  of  his 
home  church.  Membership,  therefore, 
is  quite  important. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a 
person  is  a  member  of  the  League  as 
a  whole,  and  not  primarily  of  a  unit. 
There  will  be  many  places  where  a 
unit  will  not  be  formed,  but  even  at 
such  posts  there  should  be  League  mem- 
bers. It  is  not  too  much  to  expect 
1,000,000  League  members  in  the  next 
six  months. 

Write  for  the  membership  cards  now 
(supplied  free  upon  application  at 
league  headquarters),  and  ask  the  serv- 
ice man  to  carry  it  with  him  at  all 
times.  It  symbolizes  Protestant  unity. 
Give  that  unity  a  boost  forward. 

Insignia  Difficulties 

The  membership  card  must  serve  as 
the  insignia  for  the  League  until  we 
can  get  another  one.  I  am  sure  that 
you  can  appreciate  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties church  organizations  are  having 
in  securing  metals  and  other  needed 
supplies.  Several  weeks  ago  we  gave 
an  order  to  a  concern  for  insignia  of 
the  Service  Men's  Christian  League. 
It  was  in  the  form  of  a  small  medallion 
to  wear  around  the  neck  or  carry  as  a 
pocket-piece.  A  few  days  ago  the  con- 
cern wired  that  material  was  not  avail- 
able. 

We  are  investigating  the  use  of  some- 
thing other  than  metal,  and  are  hope- 
ful   that    we    may    find    some    material 


which  does  not  need  a  priority.  If  we 
can  do  this,  we  will  have  insignia  within 
a  very  short  time. 

We  are  sorry  for  this  delay  in  filling 
the  orders  which  are  here,  but  trust 
that  both  chaplains  and  service  men 
will  understand.  Your  order  has  not 
gone  astray,  and  it  will  be  filled  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Be  sure  to  notify 
us  of  any  change  of  address. 

A  Catholic  Chaplain  Speaks 

One   of   the  most   interesting   letters 

we    have    received    this    month    comes 

from  a  Catholic  chaplain.    He  writes : 

"I  am  a  Catholic  chaplain  .  .  .  the  only 
chaplain    on    this    base.     And    in    conjunction 

with    the    Protestant    ministers    of , 

who  are  assisting  me  in  administering  to  the 
Protestant  men  on  the  base,  I  am  requesting 
information  and  suggestions  regarding  the 
formation  of  a  unit  of  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League.  I  believe  that  such  an  or- 
ganization will  help  considerably  in  the  pro- 
motion of   religious  interest." 

We  are  indeed  glad  that  this  Catholic 
chaplain  can  use  the  League  and  The 
Link.  We  are  supplying  him  with  all 
the  material  he  needs.  I  am  sure  that 
this  is  one  way  the  League  can  serve 
not  only  chaplains  but  also  the  de- 
nominations which  are  providing  its 
support.  We  hope  that  at  this  particu- 
lar base  a  small  fellowship  of  Protes- 
tant men  may  be  formed  which  will 
stimulate  their  religious  interest  and 
give  them  a  sense  of  maintaining  their 
youth  or  adult  church  connection. 

Jewish  Chaplain  is  Pleased 

A  second  letter  comes  from  a  Jewish 

chaplain.    He  writes : 

"Many  thanks  for  the  January-February 
issue  of  The  Link  which  you  were  good 
enough  to  send  me.  I  find  the  publication 
most  interesting  and  useful.  It  contains  a 
wealth  of  material  which  can  be  used  efiFec- 
tively,  not  only  by  Protestant  Chaplains;  and, 
if   I  may,  I  should  like  to  take  the  liberty  to 
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make  use  of  many  of  the  items  in  my  work 
from  time  to  time.  I  am  sure  that  Jewish 
men  will  be  as  appreciative  of  this  wonderful 
little  magazine  and  its  contents  as  Christian 
men  must  be." 

We  are  very  pleased  to  fulfill  the  re- 
quest from  this  chaplain.  We  are  glad 
to  make  The  Link  available  to  any 
chaplain,  regardless  of  his  own  reli- 
gious faith,  as  he  serves  men  from 
many  churches. 

Chaplains,  the  League  is  yours! 

54  Units  Organized 

The  first  unit  of  the  League  was  or- 
ganized about  two  months  ago.  Within 
that  time  we  have  registered  54  units 
in  21  states  and  overseas.  This  is  a 
grand  record.  We  hope  that  by  the 
time  the  next  issue  of  The  Link  is 
printed  we  may  report  units  in  more 
than  half  the  states  of  the  United  States 
and  many  more  among  the  forces  over- 
seas. 

At  this  writing,  Louisiana  has  the 
greatest  number  of  S.M.C.L.  units; 
North  Carolina  is  second;  and  Texas, 
California  and  Kentucky  tie  for  third 
place.  If  you  have  not  sent  in  the  data 
regarding  the  organization  of  the 
League  at  your  post,  please  get  it  in 
soon.  If  you  have  not  organized,  but 
are  contemplating  organization,  let  us 
know  that  also. 

The  League  and  the  Ladies 

A  very  interesting  letter  was  recently 
received  from  Fort  Benning,  Georgia. 
It  said: 

"A  group  of  Christian  Nurses  here  wotild 
like  to  form  a  Nurses'  Christian  League  using 
The  Link  literature  and  having  a  metal  in- 
signia similar  to  that  for  the  service  men. 
As  nurses  move  often,  it  would  be  good  if 
the  Nurses'  Christian  League  could  be  na- 
tional and  have  a  common  insignia." 

Later  a  second  letter  came  from  the 
same  Post.    It  stated  in  part: 


"Last  night  our  Nurses'  Christian  League 
met,  with  an  increased  attendance  and  in- 
creased interest.  Since  two  of  the  ladies  are 
dieticians,  and  because  later  we  may  have 
WAACs  and  WAVEs,  they  decided  to 
change  the  name  of  their  League  to  the  Serv- 
ice Women's   Christian   League." 

This  is  the  first  unit  of  the  Service 
Women's  Christian  League  to  be  estab- 
lished. We  are  happy  to  salute  these 
women  who,  with  their  chaplain,  have 
gone  ahead  to  form  this  unit. 

For  some  time  we  have  been  consid- 
ering the  sponsoring  of  the  Service 
Women's  Christian  League.  We  have 
written  to  a  number  of  chaplains  where 
there  are  nurses  and  WAACs  and 
WAVEs.  We  have  not  intentionally 
omitted  the  other  women's  services,  but 
have  not  been  in  correspondence  with 
chaplains  who  are  working  closely  with 
them. 

There  seems  to  be  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  chaplains  re- 
garding the  necessity  for  a  separate  or- 
ganization for  women  members  of  the 
armed  forces.  Most  of  the  chaplains 
with  whom  we  have  consulted  suggest 
that  the  name  "Service  Men's  Chris- 
tian League"  would  be  applicable  for 
the  women  as  well.  They  think  of  the 
term  "men"  in  the  generic  sense,  and 
rather  feel  that  one  organization  could 
be  used  by  both  groups. 

At  the  beginning  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  took  the  position  that,  if  and 
when  a  Service  Women's  Christian 
League  was  requested,  the  oflSice  here 
be  given  power  to  sponsor  such  a  group. 
Whether  or  not  we  move  ahead  on  this 
program  depends  entirely  on  what  we 
hear  from  the  chaplains  themselves. 

In  developing  a  program  for  women 
in  the  services,  we  will  co-operate  with 
the  United  Council  of  Church  Women. 
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This  will  give  us  the  same  kind  of  in- 
terdenominational sponsorship  for  the 
women's  groups  that  we  now  have  for 
the  men's  organizations. 

To  chaplains  serving  women  in  the 
armed  forces  we  make  this  request: 
Please  send  us  your  advice  on  the  fol- 
lowing questions : 

( 1 )  Should  a  Service  Women's  Chris- 
tian League  be  organized  apart  from 
the  Service  Men's  Christian  League? 

(2)  Should  The  Link  carry  a  page 
or  more  for  the  women  in  the  service? 

(3)  Should  a  special  issue  of  The 
Link  for  women  be  published? 

(4)  Should  a  special  insignia  be  pre- 
pared with  Covenant  and  Membership 
cards  accordingly? 

Order  LINK  Early 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Link  I 
mentioned  that  our  initial  printing  for 
the  January-February  number  was  50,- 
000.    Last   month    (March    issue)    we 


were  not  able  to  fill  a  great  many 
orders  from  chaplains,  but  sent  only  a 
very   limited   supply. 

The  demand  for  The  Link  has  been 
so  great  it  has  been  difficult  to  antici- 
pate orders.  We  hope  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  make  the  cut  again  this 
time,  so  we  expect  to  print  between 
60,000  and  75,000  copies  of  this  issue. 
Be  sure  to  get  your  orders  in  as  far 
in  advance  as  possible. 

Thus  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  continues  to  advance.  The 
formula  for  our  success  is  simple  but 
important:  Take  a  good  idea,  get  some 
consecrated  Christian  leaders  together 
to  develop  it,  give  it  to  efficient  and  far- 
sighted  chaplains,  use  it  with  service 
men  who  are  eager  for  a  vital  Christian 
faith,  and  you  have  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League. 

Service  men,  remember^ — the  League 
and  The  Link  are  yours ! 


l/[/kai  ^  am  ^laktlna  ^or 

Contest  time  limit  extended  to  May  15th! 


?? 


"The  American  service  man  is  con- 
fused as  to  his  war  aims;  he  fights 
only  because  he  has  been  drafted. 
He  has  no  glowing  ideals  on  his  war 
banners.  He  really  doesn't  know  ex- 
actly what  he  is  fighting  for!" 
That's  the  line  of  chatter  the  Axis 
propagandists  are  handing  out  these 
days.  WE  KNOW  IT  ISN'T  TRUE. 
But  we  want  to  prove  it!  Hence  this 
contest.      Speak   your    mind,    fellow. 


For  the  four  best  articles  on  the 
above  subject,  THE  LINK  will  make 
the  following  awards: 

First  Prize    $25 

Second  Prize 15 

Third  Prize 10 

Fourth  Prize 5 

Keep  your  article  to   1,000  words  or 

less.     And    be   sure   to   get    it   to    us 

by   no    later   than    May    15th,    1943. 

Address:    Editor,  THE  LINK 


THE  SERVICE  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  LEAGUE 
Room  509,  1703  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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By    FRANCIS    B.    SAYRE 


FOR  two  months  I  lived  with  our 
troops  on  the  front  line  at  Corregi- 
dor.  I  have  watched  them  when  all  the 
earth  around  them  was  rocking  from 
exploding  bombs  and  shells,  bravely 
standing  by  their  guns  and  "taking  it." 
Going  through  the  hospitals  and  visiting 
with  them,  I  have  seen  their  wan  faces 
lighting  up  with  a  smile  as  I  ap- 
proached, putting  up  a  brave  front  still 
as  they  lay  on  their  beds  of  pain  and 
suffering.  I  have  seen  them  so  badly 
burned  that  you  could  not  tell  whether 
their  skins  were  white  or  black,  still 
trying  to  smile,  and  asking  when 
American  reinforcements  would  come. 
Their  spirit  is  magnificent. 

I'm  thinking  of  those  boys  today, 
many  lying  dead  on  the  fields  of  Bataan 
and  Corregidor,  many  suffering  the 
anguish  of  captivity.  They  dedicated 
their  lives  to  a  great  cause,  and  many 
of  them  have  made  the  supreme  sacri- 
fice. Is  all  that  suffering,  all  that  heart- 
break, to  be  in  vain?   Those  who  have 


#  Notable  among  those  prominent  men  in 
public  life  who  are  working  to  guarantee  that 
American  soldiers  do  not  fight  and  die  for  an 
"empty  victory,"  Mk.  Sayre  was  formerly 
High  Commissioner  to  the  Philippines.  This  is 
part  of  an  address  delivered  before  the  Gen- 
eral   Assembly.    Presbyterian    Church,    U.S.A. 


seen  it  and  been  part  of  it  can  never 
rest  until  the  way  is  found  to  make 
the  repetition  of  such  world-wide  agony 
an  impossibility.    How? 

A  mere  military  victory  over  Ger- 
many and  Italy  and  Japan  will  not 
bring  us  a  New  World.  The  end  of  the 
war  will  bring  us  far  more  difficult 
problems  than  any  we  have  yet  had  to 
solve.  If  we  win  the  war  and  lose  the 
peace  that  follows,  our  military  victory 
will  turn  to  dust  and  ashes. 

To  win  the  peace  there  is  only  one 
way  that  is  practicable.  That  is  to  build 
the  New  World  on  the  fundamentals 
that  Christ  taught.  Only  that  kind  of 
world  can  last. 

Let  us  be  frank.  Whether  we  win  or 
whether  we  lose,  we  shall  never  return 
to  the  world  of  the  1930's.  If  our  ob- 
jective were  merely  a  return  to  that 
world,  with  its  deepening  poverty  in 
the  face  of  gigantic,  unsalable  sur- 
pluses, its  vast  and  growing  unemploy- 
ment, its  bitter  economic  warfare  and 
cruelly  unfair  discriminations  among 
the  peoples  of  the  world — if  that  were 
our  objective,  humanity  could  have  but 
little  heart  for  the  fight. 

If  we  are  to  build  a  New  World  of 
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lasting  peace,  we  must  build  it  upon 
Christian  fundamentals.  There  is  no 
other  way.  A  civilization  based  upon 
nothing  but  naked  force  cannot  endure. 
Our  present  world  proves  that.  The 
Axis  nations  have  shown  again  and 
again  that  they  care  nothing  for  hu- 
manity. They  do  not  believe  in  human 
brotherhood.  They  are  fighting  to  es- 
tablish themselves  as  master  races  of 
the  world  in  order  to  enslave  and  ex- 
ploit all  other  peoples.  The  world  they 
envisage  is  a  world  of  nationalism,  of 
self-seeking  isolationism  run  riot — every 
nation  pitted  against  every  other  in  a 
bloody  struggle  to  determine  which,  by 
unbridled  force,  can  smash  the  other. 

If  the  teachings  and  beliefs  of  Christ 
be  true,  such  a  world  will  surely  crack 


to  pieces.   Only  a  world  based  on  human 
brotherhood  can  endure. 

Christ  is  often  pictured  as  an  im 
practical  dreamer,  an  idealist  ignorant 
of  the  cold  realities  of  this  work-a-day 
world.  That  is  profoundly  untrue.  He 
was  the  most  downright  and  practical 
realist  the  world  has  ever  known. 
Nineteen  centuries  of  human  experience 
prove  that  lives  and  institutions  built  on 
his  teachings  bear  infinite  fruit,  and 
those  built  on  an  opposing  philosophy 
prove  ultimately  self-defeating  and 
perish. 

If  these  are  the  things  we  believe, 
what  a  crucial  and  thrilling  task  con- 
fronts us  Christians  today!  The  long 
slow  upward  progress  of  the  human 
race  waits  upon  our  effort. 


IF   THE   AXIS   WERE   TO   IVIN 

_^5^f  the  Axis  powers  win  the  present  war,  there  will  be  no  freedom  of  religion. 
This  Is  not  only  because  of  the  complete  control  of  the  whole  of  life  which  totali- 
tarianism enforces,  but  because  there  are  especial  points  of  conflict  between  it 
and  the  Christian  faith.  Totalitarianism  exalts  the  State  itself  to  the  position  of 
deity,  repudiates  the  relevance  to  the  State  of  the  moral  law,  viciously  perse- 
cutes the  Jewish  people,  seeks  to  resurrect  pagan  ideologies,  and  denounces 
Christianity  as  a  religion  fit  only  for  the  soft  and  weak.  ... 

By  war  alone  human  freedom  cannot  be  achieved,  but  without  war  today  and 
without  victory  for  the  United  Nations,  human  freedom  will  be  lost.  Victory  for 
the  United  Nations  will  not  of  itself  assure  religious  freedom,  any  more  than  it 
will  assure  economic  justice.  These  need  to  be  achieved.  Victory  for  the  United 
Nations  will  keep  open  the  possibility  of  achieving  a  more  free,  more  just,  and 
more  Christian  civilization  under  the  new  conditions  of  technology,  communica- 
tion and  transport;  whereas  a  victory  for  the  totalitarian  powers  would  close  this 
possibility,  so  far  as  our  human  eyes  can  see,  until  their  tragic  experiment  should 
burn  itself  out. 

— From  an  address  by  Dean  Luther  A.  Weigleat  the  biennial  meet- 
ing  of   the   Federal   Council  of   Churches,  December  10,  1942. 


Army  Air  Corps  pilot  carries 
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HEN  Army  Air  Corps  Pilot 
Harold  Henderson  steps  into  his 
plane  and  takes  off  into  "the  wide 
blue  yonder,"  he  is  always  accom- 
panied by  a  veteran.  This  veteran 
is  no  fellow  airman;  it  is  a  little 
Testament — a  Testament  that  has 
gone  through  three  other  wars  and 
now  is  on  its  way  to  surviving  a 
fourth — a  Testament  with  a  great 
tradition  for  service. 
Here's  a  bit  of  its  history : 

On  September  14,  1861,  at  Union 
City,  Pennsylvania,  a  furniture  manu- 
facturer named  Holmes  purchased  from 
the  American  Bible  Society  a  service 
Testament.  He  wanted  it  for  a  gift  to 
a  young  employee  of  his  who  was  leav- 
ing for  service  with  the  Federal  Army. 

Young  Erskine  carried  the  book 
through  four  years  of  battle,  and  re- 
tained possession  until  January  14,  1898, 
when  he,  in  turn,  gave  it  to  an  employee 
and  member  of  his  family,  Edson  P. 
Erskine,  who  signed  up  as  an  infantry- 
man in  the  Spanish- American  War. 

Edson  Erskine  carried  the  little  book 
home  with  him  from  Cuba,  and  kept 
it  until  1918,  when,  in  keeping  with  the 
tradition,  he  turned  it  over  to  an  em- 
ployee, Marion  L.  Greenland,  who  went 
overseas  with  the  Engineers  Corps. 

Home  from  France,  the  Testament 
was  one  of  the  prized  possessions  of 
Mr.  Greeland,  who  hoped  the  book  had 
changed  hands  for  the  last  time. 

That  was  twenty-four  years  ago, 
when  Hitler  was  unheard  of. 

Last  spring,  when  Harold  Hender- 
son signed  up  as  an  air  cadet,  he  was 


a  ^^Testament  with  a  tradition^' 


presented  with  the  book  by  Mr.  Green- 
land, who  was  his  employer  in  the  bank 
at  Sharpsville. 

With  the  cavalry  man,  infantryman, 
engineer,  and  now  aviator,  this  Testa- 
ment has  well-nigh  run  the  gamut  of 
the  services  and  the  wars  which  the 
country  has  engaged  in;  and  its  owner 
has  always  come  home  again.  Harold 
Henderson  intends  to  bring  the  Testa- 
ment home  once  more — and,  he  is  con- 
fident, for  keeps  this  time. 


Pilot  Henderson  and  hia  Teatament 
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A  challenge  to  **motivated  morality 
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WE'LL  call  him  Bob.  He  was  a 
friendly  and  popular  lad  —  the 
oldest  son  of  a  small-town  mer- 
chant. The  hope  and  pride  of  his 
parents,  he  had  been  sent  off  to  a 
well-known  university. 

When  the  new  pastor  came  to 
town  and  called  at  this  home,  he 
noticed  the  mother's  great  pride  in 
this  particular  son.  Bob  had  just 
completed  his  third  year  in  a  school 
of  engineering,  and  to  all  appear- 
ances was  a  healthy,  strong  fellow, 
with  a  promising  career  ahead. 

Yet,  less  than  a  week  later,  the 
pastor  was  awakened  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  and  called  to  Bob's 
home.  His  condition  exceedingly 
serious,  the  boy  had  already  lost 
consciousness  and  had  to  be  quieted 
by  use  of  hypodermics.  The  next 
day  Bob  was  dead. 

Brokenhearted,  the  parents  said: 
"The  doctor  said  Bob's  death  was 
due  to  a  form  of  brain  fever, 
brought  on  by  too  much  study." 

Actually,  the  pastor  knew,  but  re- 
frained out  of  kindness  from  saying 
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so,  the  boy  was  just  another  victim 
of  the  dread  disease,  syphilis. 

I  tell  this  true  story  about  Bob 
not  only  because  he  was  a  boy  in 
my  own  church  but  because  thou- 
sands of  lives  just  as,  promising  as 
his  fall  victims  each  year  to  this 
devastating  disease.  Broken  hearts, 
blasted  hopes  and  waste  of  splendid 
man  power  are  but  some  of  the 
retributions  which  nature  exacts  of 
mankind  for  the  disregard  of  her 
laws.  It  is  because  of  the  serious 
consequences  of  venereal  disease 
that  our  government  spends  vast 
sums  in  combating  these  scourges. 

If  you  have  not  already  seen  the 
film  dealing  with  the  dangers  of 
venereal  diseases,  you  will  soon 
have  that  opportunity.  Such  a  film 
alone  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  stop 
men  from  taking  chances  with  these 
diseases.  But,  somehow,  such  warn- 
ings go  unheeded  by  too  large  a  per- 
centage of  our  men.  The  actual 
facts  concerning  venereal  diseases 
are  better  known  today  than  ever 
before.   But  facts  alone  do  not  seem 
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to  be  enough.  A  stronger  and 
higher  form  of  motivation  is 
needed  if  men  are  to  be  constrained 
to  live  the  way  they  know  they 
should  live. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  dan- 
gers that  venereal  diseases  have 
for  the  individual  himself.  There 
are  such  immediate  hazards  as  the 
loss  of  pay  that  is  exacted  from 
the  soldier  who  spends  time  in  the 
hospital  because  he  has  contracted 
venereal  disease.  There  is  also  the 
possibility  of  a  dishonorable  dis- 
charge from  the  Army.  Then  there 
are  the  long-term  dangers  of  a  crip- 
pled body,  a  broken-down  nervous 
system,  and  the  partial  or  complete 
loss  of  mental  faculties.  Worst  of 
all,  a  man  who  is  promiscuous  in 
his  sex  relationships  soon  loses  his 
self-respect. 

Before  a  man  decides  upon  any 
course  of  conduct  (or  misconduct) 
he  must  also  carefully  consider 
what  his  actions  will  mean  to  others. 
What  will  be  the  results  of  such 
loose  living  to  his  wife  or  to  the 
girl  he  plans  to  marry?  When  a 
man  decides  to  marry,  he  expects 
the  girl  of  his  choice  to  be  clean 
and  pure.  Certainly  no  man  wants 
the  mother  of  his  children  to  have 
been  the  common  property  of  other 
men. 

But  what  right  has  a  man  to  set 
such  standards  relative  to  his  fu- 
ture wife  if  he  has  been  as  pro- 
miscuous in  his  own  sex  relation- 
ships as  a  mongrel  dog?  Such  a 
man  is  not  only  a  poor  sportsman: 
he  is  worthy  of  the  appellation  of  a 
certain  highly  odoriferous  member 
of  the  cat  family.  Men  who  have 
broken  moral  laws  cannot  expect  to 


find  the  same  joys  in  the  marriage 
relationship  that  are  in  store  for 
those  who  have  lived  clean  lives. 
Lacking  those  qualities  of  love  and 
deep  respect  that  have  made  it  one 
of  the  foremost  themes  of  poetry 
and  romance,  it  will  be  nearly  im- 
possible for  such  a  man  to  give  to 
his  wife  that  measure  of  devotion 
without  which  marriage  is  mockery. 

The  prospect  of  being  a  father  is 
one  that  should  likewise  deter  men 
from  immoral  practices.  Venereal 
diseases  remain  among  the  foremost 
causes  of  stillbirths.  Blindness 
among  children,  as  well  as  many 
other  physical  deformities  and  men- 
tal deficiencies,  can  often  be  traced 
directly  to  the  misdeeds  of  the 
father.  Men  who  hope  to  hold  in 
their  arms  normal,  healthy  sons  arid 
daughters  will  do  well  to  consider 
the  cost  of  illicit  pleasure.  The 
moral  law  has  not  been  abrogated: 
the  sins  of  the  fathers  are  still 
visited  upon  their  children  "to  the 
third  and  fourth  generation."  It 
remains  eternally  true  that  "as  a 
man  soweth,  so  shall  he  also  reap." 

In  the  crisis  our  country  now 
faces,  moral  living  also  becomes  a 
patriotic  duty.  During  the  World 
War,  7,000,000  days  of  service  were 
lost  to  the  U.  S.  Army  as  a  result 
of  venereal  infections.  More  than 
60,000  of  the  first  1,000,000  Ameri- 
can men  who  underwent  physical  ex- 
amination for  selective  service  were 
rejected  because  of  syphilis  or 
gonorrhea.  A  total  of  338,746  men 
— ^the  equivalent  of  23  divisions — 
received  treatment  for  venereal  in- 
fection. It  is  a  simple  matter  to  vis- 
ualize what  serious  consequences 
may    result    from    such    widespread 
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infection.  A  man  who  is  sick  is 
lost  to  the  service  himself  during 
his  confinement;  his  care  also  re- 
quires the  time  and  efforts  of  sev- 
eral other  people. 

Not  only  ought  we  keep  our- 
selves physically  fit  to  perform  our 
present  tasks  well,  but  we  must  also 
consider  the  contribution  we  shall 
be  called  upon  to  make  to  our  coun- 
try's well-being  when  the  war  is 
over.  Unless  we  are  able  to  keep 
ourselves  morally  clean  and  in  good 
physical  and  mental  condition,  we 
shall  become  a  burden  to  society 
rather  than  a  source  of  benefit  and 
strength  to  others.  There  will  be 
no  point  in  winning  the  war  if  we 
are  not  individually  prepared  to  win 
the  peace  that  follows. 

It  is  furthermore  a  broad  social 
duty  to  stay  clean  in  body  and  mind. 
Sexual  immorality  is  one  type  of 
sin  that  directly  affects  many  other 
people,  reaching  in  its  consequences 
far  beyond  our  own  families.  Social 
diseases  make  a  steady  contribu- 
tion to  our  hospitals  and  insane 
asylums,  and  therefore  have  a  di- 
rect bearing  upon  the  cost  of  main- 
taining our  government.  They 
represent  a  social  evil  of  such  mag- 
nitude as  to  compel  recognition  and 
concern  from  all  thinking  citizens. 

The  reasons  mentioned  above 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  deter  any- 
one from  indulging  in  illicit  sex 
relations.  The  primrose  path  to  hell 
certainly  has  many  striking  detour 
signs  upon  it.  It  is  almost  as  though 
nature  and  society  have  united  to 
give  us  unmistakable  warnings  as 
to  the  consequences  of  transgres- 
sion. For  some  individuals,  how- 
ever, these  warnings  may  not  con- 


stitute sufficient  motivation  for 
clean  living.  Those  who  will  not 
count  the  cost  in  terms  of  indi- 
vidual sufferings  or  losses  to  hu- 
manity at  large  may  be  sobered 
when  they  realize  how  God  looks 
upon  immorality.  The  Command- 
ment of  God,  first  sounded  out  from 
Mt.  Sinai,  "Thou  shalt  not  commit 
adultery,"  needs  to  be  reiterated  to 
every  age  and  people.  History  un- 
mistakably shows  us  that  nations 
which  have  neglected  to  give  heed 
to  this  fundamental  moral  law  have 
gone  down  in  ruin  and  degradation. 

A  consistent  morality  is  possible. 
Men  can  keep  themselves  physi- 
cally, mentally,  and  morally  clean. 
But  in  order  to  do  so,  they  must  be 
motivated  by  a  strong  religious 
faith. 

During  the  World  War,  a  chap- 
lain in  the  front  lines  found  that 
some  men  were  putting  up  obscene 
pictures  in  their  dugouts.  He  did 
not  attempt  to  remove  them,  but 
placed  a  picture  of  the  blessed 
Saviour  on  the  wall.  When  he  re- 
turned some  time  later,  he  found 
that  the  lewd  pictures  had  been  re- 
moved, and  only  the  picture  of  the 
Lord  of  Glory  remained. 

We  cannot  overcome  evil  solely 
by  our  own  determination  to  do  so. 
We  must  have  a  new  loyalty,  a  new 
affection. 

Only  as  men  give  heed  to  the 
warnings  of  nature,  society  and  the 
Word  of  God  can  they  ensure  both 
their  future  happiness  and  their 
eternal  well-being.  The  motive 
power  for  high  and  noble  moral 
living  will  be  found  in  a  personal 
loyalty  to,  and  love  for,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 


A  civilian  salute  to  Service  Men 


J^et  ^  <~>kake    0>t  o:^/,  <~>(^ldlet/ 


By  MAYO    CORXEM. 


SO  here  you  are,  fellows !  In  camp, 
and  learning  to  become  the 
world's  best  blue-ribboned  fighting 
men ! 

Most  of  you  are  far  from  home, 
from  friends,  from  familiar  sur- 
roundings. Amid  the  smug  secur- 
ity of  peacetime,  many  of  you  were 
mere  carefree  youngsters — a  bit  be- 
wildered, perhaps,  as  to  what  to  turn 
your  hand  to,  or  plodding  diligently 
toward  some  objective  which  would 
afford  you  a  comfortable  living  or 
a  satisfying  profession. 

And  now,  as  if  the  earth  had 
shaken  on  its  foundations,  and  a  bolt 
had  struck  from  the  blue,  you  find 
yourselves  men,  responsible  soldiers, 
facing  a  world  at  war — facing  it 
valiantly  and  with  resolution. 

Naturally,  the  very  transition 
from  carefree  youngsters  to  men 
with  their  country's  future  at  stake 
carries  with  it  a  great  responsibility. 
And  it's  responsibility,  believe  me, 
which  puts  meaning  into  life  and 
makes  it  important. 

One  may  regard  this  business  of 
living  in  a  score  of  ways.    General 


Custer  put  it  rather  neatly,  I  think. 
He  was  having  an  unexpected  re- 
union with  an  old  classmate  at 
West  Point,  one  with  whom  he  had 
often  had  controversies  in  the  past. 
The  conversation  had  veered  around 
to  the  question  as  to  precisely  what 
was  success  in  life. 

The  ex- West  Pointer,  engaged  at 
the  moment  in  selling  guns  and  am- 
munition to  the  Indians,  stated 
flatly:  "It's  money!  And  that's  the 
whole  of  it.  The  man  with  the  most 
money  is  the  man  who's  most  suc- 
cessful." 

But  the  General  slowly  shook  his 
head.  "You're  wrong."  he  said 
gravely.  "There's  glory !  And  you 
can  take  glory  with  you!" 

So  here's  a  profound  salute  to  all 
you  men  in  defense  of  decency  and 
of  your  country !  Every  tough  hour 
of  the  day,  every  lonely  hour  of  the 
night,  you  are  teaching  us  the  mean- 
ing of  that  short  and  wonderful 
word  "glory."  And  believe  me,  fel- 
lows, you  can  take  glory  with  you— 
when  and  if  you  go ! 

Shall  we  shake  on  that? 


■W^et  Papers,  Please  Copy!- 


0ERNARD  MONTGOMERY,  the  British  general  who  was  first 
to  overwhelm  a  German  army  in  this  war,  is  the  son  of  a  bishop 
and  the  grandson  of  a  fnan  who  wrote  a  life  of  Christ.  The 
m^n  who,  at  this  writing,  was  chasing  Rommel  across  the  desert, 
is  a  stern  disciplinarian.  It  should  interest  the  critics  of  the  so- 
called  "bluenoses"  that  General  Montgomery  does  not  drink. 
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I  MET  him  first  when  I  reported 
for  duty  in  his  district,  and  he 
was  my  commander  for  two  years. 
He  was  then  a  Colonel  in  the  regu- 
lar Army.  The  day  came  when  he 
retired  as  a  Major  General,  but  it 
was  as  "The  Colonel"  that  I  knew 
him,  and  it  was  he  who  attached  to 
that  title  more  of  respect  and  es- 
teem than  I  can  find  in  my  con- 
sciousness for  any  other  military 
grade.  I  have  served  under  some 
splendid  officers,  but  I  regard  The 
Colonel  and  one  other  man  of  that 
same  rank  as  the  two  finest  officers 
I  have  ever  known. 

My  first  impressions  were  disap- 
pointing. A  previous  commander 
had  been  hard  and  rough,  but  was 
admired  as  a  "real  soldier."  An- 
other superior  was  handsome  and 
dashing.  The  Colonel  was  not  a 
"real  soldier"  in  that  sense.  His 
head,  like  mine,  was  too  small  at 
the  top.  His  hair  was  even  more 
sparse  than  mine.  He  spoke  with 
a  slight  drawl,  not  with  the  crisp 
vigor  I  had  admired  in  others. 

When  I  call  on  my  commanders, 
officially  or  socially,  I  am  some- 
times ill  at  ease  and  afraid  I  may 
stay  too  long  or  make  myself  a  bore. 
But  from  the  first  I  never  had  such 
feelings  in  The  Colonel's  presence. 
He  put  me  at  ease  in  our  first  meet- 
ing, saying  that  he  ran  a  "three-ring 
circus,"    and    talked    so    simply    of 
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what  he  hoped  I  could  do  for  the 
men  in  my  "ring"  that  in  five  min- 
utes I  knew  I  was  talking  to  a 
friend  with  common  interests  and 
hopes.  And  he  always  treated  me  as 
a  friend  and  as  a  partner  in  a  great 
enterprise. 

The  Colonel  was  keenly  interested 
in  the  health  and  comfort  of  his 
men.  Food,  clothing  and  supplies 
must  be  handled  in  the  way  to  do 
the  most  good.  And  he  cared  just 
as  much  about  their  mental  and 
moral  welfare.  At  one  meeting  of 
officers  he  said,  quietly  but  with 
great  earnestness: 

"Gentlemen,  we  want  these  boys 
to  be  at  their  best,  and  we  must 
keep  faith  with  their  parents.  Bring- 
ing liquor  into  a  camp  is  strictly 
forbidden,   and   this   order   will    be 
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enforced.  If  you  have  to  drink,  go 
far  away  to  do  it,  and  stay  away  a 
long  time  when  you  go." 

An  unfortunate  chaplain,  more 
interested  in  a  hobby  than  in  his 
work,  lost  the  confidence  of  his 
men,  and  his  congregations  dwin- 
dled to  a  corporal's  guard.  More 
than  hal'f  of  those  at  his  last  serv- 
ice were  from  The  Colonel's  family. 
They  stood  by  as  long  as  there  was 
anything  to  support.  Long  after- 
ward I  learned  that  The  Colonel  was 
a  lay  reader  of  his  church. 

Discipline  may  be  undermined  by 
laxity  and  weakness,  but  it  is 
strengthened  by  patience  and  kind- 
ness. I  remember  one  young  officer, 
inexperienced  and  ill,  whose  prop- 
erty records  were  hopelessly  con- 
fused. But  because  he  was  doing  his 
best,  The  Colonel  gave  him  every 
opportunity  to  clear  his  accounts. 

When  an  investigation  showed 
that  another  officer  had  misappro- 
priated money  which  one  of  his 
men  had  placed  in  his  hands  for 
safekeeping,  little  was  said  but  ac- 
tion was  swift  and  just. 

On  another  occasion,  an  order 
was  issued  forbidding  the  men  to 
keep  their  extra  shoes  in  their  lock- 
ers. Unexpectedly  The  Colonel  and 
his  executive  officer  arrived  to  in- 
spect the  camp  before  any  attempt 
had  been  made  to  enforce  this 
order.  As  they  went  through  the 
barracks,  discovering  this  violation, 
the  executive  officer  was  about  to 
administer  a  sharp  rebuke  about  the 
shoes  when  The  Colonel  remarked 
to  the  officer  in  charge,  with  a  trifle 
more  than  his  usual  drawl,  "I  see, 
Captain,  that  you  have  a  great  many 
shoes  away  being  repaired."    Noth- 


ing more  could  be  said  by  the  ex- 
ecutive officer,  and  no  more  was 
needed.  For  from  that  day  the  Cap- 
tain was  ready  to  go  through  fire 
and  water  for  the  commander  who 
could  give  a  necessary  rebuke  so 
kindly. 

This  helps  to  explain  why  The 
Colonel's  district  was  rated  as  the 
most  efficient  in  the  Corps  Area, 
which  in  turn  was  considered  the 
best  in  the  country,  and  why  he 
was  called  to  headquarters  as  Chief 
of  Staff  and  why  he  was  made  Com- 
manding General  of  the  Corps  Area 
two  years  later. 

Closely  akin  to  kindness  is  humor, 
and  who  will  say  that  the  ability  to 
enjoy  a  good  joke  at  one's  own 
expense  is  not  a  Christian  virtue? 
The  Colonel  loved  to  tell  of  the 
hot  afternoon  when  he  was  work- 
ing on  his  car,  covered  with  grease 
and  perspiration.  A  recruit  came 
into  the  yard,  saw  a  head  protrud- 
ing from  under  the  car,  and  began 
a  conversation. 

"Fixing  up  the  Old  Man's  car  for 
him?" 

"Yes." 

"Does  he  pay  you  anything  for 
it?" 

"No." 

"What  are  you,  anyway,  a  ser- 
geant ?" 

"No." 

"Are  you  a  corporal?" 

"No." 

"How  long  have  you  been  in  the 
Army?" 

"Thirty-two  years." 

"Well,  you  must  be  awfully 
dumb !" 

This  recruit  later  became  a  cor- 
poral, and  on  his  birthday  received 
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a  birthday  cake  from  his  com- 
mander and  a  kind  message  about 
the  time  when  he  himself  was  a 
corporal  thirty- two  years  before. 

I  last  saw  The  Colonel  in  the 
Harvard  Yard  as  the  unexpected 
rain  poured  down  upon  the  thou- 
sands of  tercentenary  guests  sing- 
ing the  traditional  hymn,  *'0  God, 
Our  Help  in  Ages  Past,  Our  Hope 
for  Years  to  Come." 

When  peace  returns,  I  hope  some- 
day to  go  to  The  Colonel's  home  in 
an   eastern   city  and   feel  his  warm 


handclasp  once  more.  I  may  have 
the  temerity  to  tell  him  why,  in 
remembering  how  well  he  exempli- 
fied in  his  daily  life  the  simple  vir- 
tues of  kindness  and  justice  of 
loyalty  to  high  principles  and  devo- 
tion to  duty,  I  have  not  hesitated 
to  call  him  the  most  Christian  sol- 
dier I  have  known ! 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  We  invite  both  service  men 
and  chaplains  to  contribute  to  this  series. 
Tell  us— in  1,200  words  or  less^— about  that 
officer  or  enlisted  man  whom  you  consider 
"the  most  Christian  soldier"  you  ever  knew. 
Be  sure  to  give  us  a  number  of  inci- 
dents that  illustrate  why  you  so  consider  him ! 


mn  Bible  is 
the  Book  of 
books — both  liter- 
ally    and     ideally. 

Sixty-six  relatively  distinct  volumes  are 
merged  into  the  literary  and  spiritual 
masterpiece  of  all  time.  The  first  book 
ever  printed,  it  has  been  the  world's 
best-seller  ever  since.  Because  no  other 
written  word  is  so  universal  in  its  ap- 
peal, so  timeless  in  its  teaching,  so  com- 
forting in  its  helpfulness,  so  challenging 
in  its  ethical  demands,  so  empowering 
in  its  spiritual  dynamic^  so  revealing  in 
its  disclosures  of  man's  possibilities  and 
of  God's  reality,  it  abides  supreme. 

It  is  humanity's  book.  It  knows  no 
cult,  class,  nationality  or  race  exclu- 
sively, yet  finds  them  all.  It  is  not  the 
Jew's  book,  nor  the  Catholic's,  nor  the 
Protestant's,  nor  the  orthodox' s,  nor 
the  heretic's.  It  is  meant  for  and  be- 
longs to  everybody.  It  is  the  common 
reservoir,  the  spiritual  storehouse,  the 
inexhaustible  power  plant  from  which 
all  men  may  draw  supplies  for  their 
daily  needs  and  their  most  needful  days. 

It  treats  of  the  most  interesting   of 
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subjects :  how  to 
live  and  how  to 
die,  how  to  suffer 
and  how  to  suc- 
ceed, how  to  conquer  the  world — and 
how  to  live  forever. 

It  likewise  utters  the  soul  of  man.  It 
is  mysterious,  as  he  is  full  of  mystery. 
It  shows  him  his  sin  in  all  its  hideous- 
ness,  so  that  he  hates  it.  It  rouses  his 
conscience  and  keeps  it  intelligent.  It 
shows  him  what  he  might  become  and 
tells  him  how  the  heights  are  scaled. 

It  is  a  greater  restraint  to  crime  than 
are  all  the  police.  It  solves  more  prob- 
lems than  all  the  philosophies.  It  wins 
more  'enduring  victories  than  all  the 
armies.  It  promotes  progress  more  than 
all  the  reformers.  It  is  the  terror  of 
the  oppressor,  the  liberator  of  the  slave, 
the  hope  of  the  disillusioned,  the  solace 
of  the  burdened,  the  strength  of  the 
weak,  the  redemption  of  the  lost. 

Best  of  all,  it  shows  us  God  as  he  is 
revealed  in  the  Hero  of  history,  the 
majestic,  alluring,  inescapable  Jesus — 
the  Light  of  the  world,  the  Redeemer  of 
all  mankind. — Henry  Hitt  Crane. 
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A  soldier,  writing  home  after 
furlough,  is  disturbed  by  his 
kid  brother*s  reaction  to  war 


J> 


URLOUGH  was  swell!  I  gave 
thanks  for  you  and  Dad  and  Jimmy 
many  times  last  week.  I've  wanted  to 
write  you  a  long  letter  about  that,  but 
I  found  I  couldn't.  You  don't  really 
"come  back"  from  a  furlough  until 
you're  back  in  camp  about  a  week. 
You  might  call  it  an  intermediate  week 
— I  mean  you're  partly  in  camp  and 
partly  home,  sort  of  detached  so  that 
you  can  see  the  worlds  outside  and 
inside  more  clearly,  objectively.  .  .  . 

And  seeing  things  like  that  made  me 
more  concerned  about  Jimmy ;  that's 
why  I  couldn't  write.  Jimmy's  only 
ten  years  old,  but  he's  all  wrapped  up 
in  this  war — in  the  wrong  way !  He's 
reading  and  seeing  and  hearing  things 
that  are  making  him  hate  bitterly.  And 
that's  wrong,  because  after  this  war  he's 
the  one  who  will  have  to  live  beside  the 
thousands  of  Japs  and  Germans  and 
Italians  in  America;  he's  the  one  who 
will  have  to  build  a  truly  new  order 
with  all  the  Italians  and  Germans  and 
Japs  in  the  world.    Will  he  be  able  to 
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do  it,  I  wonder,  if  we  help  him  to  hate 
now? 

Then,  Jimmy's  learning  to  see  war 
as  something  exciting  and  glorious.  He 
talks  it  all  the  time;  he  reads  it  in  his 
comic  books  at  breakfast  and  he  hears 
it  over  the  radio  at  supper.  It's  his 
whole  life.  Mom,  and  that's  wrong,  too. 
It's  wrong  because  we've  got  to  plan  so 
that  he  won't  have  to  fight  a  World 
War  III,  and  that'll  be  a  thousand 
times  harder  if  all  our  Jimmies  have 
the  spirit  that's  a  part  of  war  deep 
down  inside. 

And  finally.  Mom,  he's  learning  in- 
tolerance. He  doesn't  know  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  and  probably  can't  even 
say  it,  but  it's  in  him  just  the  same. 
I  wish  you  could  have  been  with  us 
when  John  Harland  told  us  he  thought 
Britain  had  made  a  mistake  in  India, 
and  Jimmy  heatedly  exclaimed,   "Why, 


(Note — The  above,  an  actual  letter  from  a 
soldier,  is  published  by  permission  of  the 
"Dear  Mom"  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  It 
originally  appeared  in  The  Christian  Advocate. 
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he  shouldn't  be  allowed  to  say  that !" 
If  we're  not  careful  that  kind  of  reac- 
tion in  Jimmy  can  make  bigger  prob- 
lems than  India. 

I  know  some  folks  might  say  we're 
all  in  this  war,  including  Jimmy.  They'll 
say  he  can't  and  shouldn't  be  sheltered, 
that  he's  a  part  of  the  whole  picture. 
Maybe  that's  so ;  but  this  war  only 
makes    sense    as    a    guarantee    of    the 


things  we'd  like  to  preserve  as  a  heri- 
tage for  Jimmy,  and  for  a  lot  of  other 
Jimmies  and  Johnnies  everywhere.  And 
that  means  we've  got  to  avoid  a  new 
generation  to  whom  race  hatred,  mili- 
tary glory,  and  intolerance  are  natural 
things.  We've  got  to  find  some  way  to 
teach  Jimmy  what  this  is  all  about  with- 
out those  things.    Love, 

Melvin 
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c=^      Vice   <^o  yyiean^   attJi  ^i 

By  Chaplain  Matthew  H.  Imrie,  in  The  Army  and  Navy  Chaplain 


fHE  reasons  for  sw^earing  are 
many:  some  men  use  profanity  as 
a  megaphone  to  amplify  a  weak  per- 
sonality ;  others,  lacking  w^ords,  turn 
to  sw^earing  as  the  Prodigal  Son 
turned  to  the  husks  of  the   sv^ine. 

The  prude  is  as  offensive  as  the 
profane  person.  Both  are  to  be 
pitied.  Unfortunately,  however, 
whereas  the  prude  can  be  avoided, 
the  profane  person  imposes  his  per- 
verted utterances  upon  everyone  in 
hearing  range.  Men  are  awakened 
from  well-earned  slumber  by  some 
stomach-retching 
obscenity  (usually 
midwifed  by  a  slug 
of  rum)  ;  a  man's 
reasonable  thoughts 
are  rudely  inter- 
rupted by  the  crud- 
ities of  a  comrade- 
in-arms  betraying 
his  soul  for  the  sake 
of  cheap  popular- 
ity, and  so  on — far 
into  the  night! 

Profanity,  it  is 
said,  is  part  of  the 
army.    If    so,    per- 


Cartoon  drawn  by  Corporal 
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PUT  HIM  WHERE  HE  BELONGS . 


haps,  it  should  be  treated  the  same 
way  we  handle  inefficiency,  dishon- 
esty, drunkenness,  or  any  other 
aspect  of  defective,  undesirable  sol- 
diering. George  Washington  once 
wrote  concerning  this  matter. 

"The  General  is  sorry  to  be 
informed  that  the  foolish  and 
wicked  practice  of  profane  curs- 
ing and  swearing,  a  vice  hereto- 
fore little  known  in  an  American 
army,  is  growing  into  fashion; 
he  hopes  the  officers  will,  by  example 
as  well  as  by  influence,  endeavor 
to  check  it,  and  that 
both  they  and  the 
m^en  zvill  reflect  that 
we  can  have  little 
hopes  of  the  bless- 
ing of  heaven  on 
our  arms  if  we  in- 
sult it  by  our  impi- 
ety and  folly;  added 
to  this,  it  is  a  vice 
so  mean  and  low, 
without  any  tempta- 
tion, that  every  man 
of  sense  and  char- 
acter detests  and 
despises  it." 
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THE  HOME  FRONT 

Club  for  War  Workers 

•  To  provide  wholesome  recreation  for 
the  thousands  of  young  women  of  the 
"swing"  shift,  Baltimore's  First  Unitar- 
ian Church,  located  in  the  heart  of  the 
downtown  business  section,  has  opened 
a  "night-owl  club"  from  midnight  to 
4  A.M.  Fridays. 

The  women  are  invited  to  come  in 
the  clothes  they  wear  from  work,  and 
bring  escorts  if  they  desire.  There  are 
games,  square  dances  and  other  activi- 
ties which  the  workers  suggest.  These 
are  under  the  direction  of  a  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association  worker. 
The  Red  Cross  Canteen  Service  pro- 
vides coflFee  and  sandwiches. 

Trailer-borne  Religion 

•  In  an  effort  to  provide  church  serv- 
ices for  war  workers,  housing  projects 
and  trailer  camps  throughout  the  coun- 
try, the  War  Industries  Service  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  has 
launched  an  interdenominational  trailer 
chapel  which  has  already  visited  war- 
plant  areas  in  five  midwestern  and 
western  states. 

Known  to  thousands  of  war  workers 
as  "The  Wayside  Chapel,"  the  church- 
on-wheels  is  equipped  with  an  altar, 
pulpit  and  portable  organ.  In  addition, 
it  is  supplied  with  a  public-address  sys- 
tem complete  with  electric  turntable 
and  microphone,  hymnals,  religious  lit- 
erature, and  enough  folding  chairs  to 
seat  36  persons.  Painted  royal  blue, 
the  trailer-chapel  carries  its  name  and 
a  cross  in  white  on  each  side  and  the 
rear. 

Although  "The  Wayside  Chapel"  is 
a  bought-and-paid-for  Presbyterian  en- 
terprise, the  trailer-church  is  available 
to    all    denominations    for    the    asking. 


Chaplain  in  charge  is  the  Rev.  Fred  H. 
Eastman,  former  pastor  of  a  rural  par- 
ish in  Southern  Ohio.  Armed  with  a 
"certificate  of  war  necessity"  to  assure 
an  adequate  supply  of  gas  and  tires,  Mr. 
Eastman  has  piloted  his  church  through 
several  states  in  the  West  and  Midwest. 
In  a  trailer-camp  of  war  workers 
near  Wichita,  Kans.,  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Heinrich,  chaplain,  has  taken  over  two 
unused  government  trailers  and  is  filling 
them  to  capacity  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing with  Sunday  school  scholars,  re- 
ports Religious  News  Service.  From 
among  the  workers  Mr.  Heinrich  has 
enlisted  a  superintendent,  teachers, 
hymn-leaders  and  a  complete  orches- 
tra. Folding  chairs  have  been  donated 
by  Wichita  citizens. 

"You  Have  the  Floor!" 

•  President  Roosevelt  is  requested  to 
make  a  statement  "asking  for  sobriety 
in  the  interest  of  the  nation's  war  ef- 
fort," in  an  editorial  appearing  in  a 
special  temperance  issue  of  The  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 

Calling  attention  to  the  recent  state- 
ment of  Prime  Minister  W.  L.  Mac- 
kenzie King  of  Canada  regarding  the 
waste  in  the  war  effort  incurred  by  the 
use  of  liquor,  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith  says : 

"The  United  States  Government 
through  its  various  officials  has  made 
repeated  appeals  to  the  American  peo- 
ple to  reduce  their  consumption  of  rub- 
ber, gasoline,  coffee,  wool,  and  a  long 
list  of  other  commodities,  but  not  one 
word  has  come  asking  for  a  curtailment 
in  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages. 

"Just  one  word  from  our  President, 
asking  for  sobriety  in  the  interest  of 
the  nation's  effort,  would  be  of  enor- 
mous influence.  Canada's  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  pointed  the  way.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, you  have  the  floor!" 
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AMONG  THE  CHURCHES 

Proposed  Union  J^oves  Forward 

•  An  additional  step  toward  the  unit- 
ing of  all  the  major  co-operative  agen- 
cies of  the  non-Roman  churches  of 
America  under  the  name  "North  Amer- 
ican Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ" 
was  taken  by  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  Chicago  recently. 

The  Council  voted  approval  of  the 
tentative  constitution  of  the  proposed 
North  American  Council,  and  referred 
it  to  its  constituent  churches  and  other 
members  for  consideration.  Though 
completion  of  the  union  is  not  generally 
anticipated  until  after  the  lapse  of  two 
or  more  years,  the  proposal  already 
has  received  "approval  in  principle"  by 
four  other  parties  to  the  merger :  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference,  the  Home 
Missions  Council,  the  Council  of  Church 
Boards  of  Education,  and  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  Church  of  England  in  Canada, 
second  largest  Protestant  denomination 
in  the  dominion,  with  nearly  300,000 
communicants,  was  welcomed  as  a  new 
member  of  the  International  Council 
at  the  opening  session  of  the  annual 
meeting.  All  Protestant  denominations 
of  Canada  now  are  members  of  the 
Council,  which  includes  42  denomina- 
tions of  North  America. 

**Ration  Pastors,'*  Churches  Asked 

•  Stating  that  in  1943  the  Army  and 
Navy  will  need  5,500  additional  chap- 
lains, the  General  Commission  on  Army 
and  Navy  Chaplains  reports  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  some  methods  used  by 
individual  churches  to  free  their  pas- 
tors for  the  chaplaincy.  Along  the  same 
line  the  Religious  News  Service  quotes 
the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Barrow  Pugh, 
secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Commis- 
sion on  Army  and  Navy  Chaplains,  as 
foreseeing   an   unofficial   "rationing"   of 


pastors  in  order  to  provide  the  chap- 
lains needed. 

"Thousands  of  churches  must  make 
adjustments  in  their  work  in  order  to 
release  the  ministers  who  will  be 
needed,"  the  General  Commission  said 
in  its  report  for  the  Federal  Council. 
"The  churches  left  'vacant'  when  their 
ministers  become  chaplains  are  meeting 
the  situation  in  various  ways.  Some  are 
availing  themselves  of  the  temporary 
service  of  retired  ministers  or  of  mis- 
sionaries on  extended  furlough.  Some 
obtain  the  part-time  service  of  a  neigh- 
boring pastor.  In  other  cases  the  lay- 
men are  carrying  on  the  preaching  and 
pastoral  work  with  the  occasional  as- 
sistance of  an  ordained  man  from  an- 
other church  of  the  same  or  a  different 
denomination.  Some  churches  being 
conducted  largely  by  the  laymen  report 
increased  activity  and  attendance." 

RELIGION  ABROAD 

^^Russians  Still  Religious" 

•  An  analysis  of  the  present  religious 
attitude  of  the  Russian  people,  based 
upon  intimate  experiences  in  Germany 
with  Russian  citizens  and  prisoners  of 
war,  and  conducted  as  an  aid  to  the 
future  work  of  the  Orthodox  Church, 
appeared  recently  in  the  Orthodox 
Church  organ,  Pravoslavnaya  Russ, 
published  in  Czechoslovakia.  As  re- 
ported by  the  New  York  office  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  the  survey 
divides  Russia's  population  today  into 
three  principal  groups,  as  follows : 

(1)  Those  who  have  not  lost  the  faith  of 
their  fathers.  This  group  is  composed  of  "the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  especially  the  coun- 
try folk."  "Antireligious  propaganda  has  not 
succeeded  in  penetrating  into  the  depths  of 
the  Russian  national  soul.  The  only  thing 
shaken  is  the  naive,  primitive  faith  in  reli- 
gious custom,  the  (merely)  formal  expression 
of  religious  feeling — which  all  too  often  had 
been    equated   with    real    piety." 

(2)  Active  enemies  of  the  church.  This 
group  is  "small  in  number." 

(3)  The    many    people    who    have    lost    all 


1943 


WHAT  GOES  ON   IN  THE  WORLD  OF  RELIGION 


27 


understanding  of  religion  and  piety,  who  "see 
everything  in  terms  of  a  material  world  order, 
with  a  remorseless  struggle  for  existence." 
This  group,  which  in  size  falls  between  the 
two  other  groups,  "no  longer  understands  the 
need  for  religion  and  its   purpose." 

Definite  adjustments  in  the  work  of 
the  church  are  necessary,  according  to 
the  survey.  As  regards  the  first  group, 
the  Christian  message  can  be  given  in 
the  ways  followed  in  the  past,  though 
"certain  innovations  and  changes  will 
be  necessary."  As  regards  the  second 
and  third  groups,  "a  thorough  scien- 
tific training  of  the  preachers  is  neces- 
sary," particularly  through  "religious 
and  philosophic  discussion  groups"  so 
planned  as  to  overthrow  antireligious 
affirmations,  and  through  the  prepara- 
tion of  suitable  literature. 

Sees  Religion as  Menace 

•  Ttie  "extraordinary"  influence  of  re- 
ligion among  the  German  people  con- 
stitutes at  "growing  danger  for  Nazism," 
according  to  a  recent  issue  of  the  Ber- 
lin magazine,  Die  Weltliteratur  (World 
Literature),  which  is  sponsored  by 
Minister  of  Propaganda  Joseph  Goeb- 
bels. 

Asserting  that  "the. flight  of  the  Ger- 
man masses  from  reality"  is  daily  be- 
coming more  marked,  the  Nazi  organ 
declared:  "We  should  set  ourselves 
against  the  superstition  of  religion, 
which  is  taking  hold  among  all  classes, 
both  educated  and  uneducated.  The  in- 
fldence  of  religion  on  the  life  of  the 
German  people  is  becoming  extraordi- 
nary. It  is  a  growing  danger  for 
Nazism." 

The  publication  blamed  certain  hu- 
manist influences  in  German  literary 
life  for  the  recent  appearance  of  books 
showing  pacifist  and  religious  tenden- 
cies. Denouncing  a  contemporary 
writer,  who  chose  a  religious  theme  for 
a  recent  book,  the  review  declared:  "It 
is  incredible!  In  1942,  the  fourth  year 
of  the  war,  a  German  dares  to  praise 
the  Old  Testament!" 


IN  THE  SERVICE 

Testaments  for  Life  Rafts 

•  From  now  on  no  man  set  adrift  in  a 
lifeboat  or  /aft  from  a  sinking  Ameri- 
can merchantman  will  be  without  a 
New  Testament.  It  will  not  be  left  to 
chance  that  someone  has  a  copy  in  his 
pocket.  Testaments  bearing  the  insignia 
of  the  Merchant  Marine,  and  carefully 
wrapped  in  waterproof  containers,  will 
hereafter  be  regular  equipment  of  both 
boats  and  rafts  on  all  merchant  ships. 
Tests  made  by  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety indicate  that  these  books  will  con- 
tinue dry  even  though  submerged  in 
water  for  days  at  a  time. 

''Hi,  Soldier  r 

•  Traveling  about  the  camps,  you  meet 
any  number  of  soldiers  these  days  who 
will  pull  from  their  pockets  an  attrac- 
tive postcard  and  show  it  to  you  with 
pride — evidence  that  the  home  church 
has  not  forgotten. 

The  one  we  saw  a  lot  of  has  an 
illustration  showing  soldiers  in  action 
as  background  for  the  crossed  Ameri- 
can and  church  flags.    It  says : 

"Hi,  Soldier! — We  want  you  to  know 
that  you  are  missed  very  much  and 
that  we  are  with  you  every  hour  of 
the  day.  You  have  a  big  job  to  do  for 
the  world  and  for  the  church.  May  you 
find  strength  and  guidance  in  the  words 
of  God/' 

The  cards  are  available  at  most  stores 
handling  church  materials. 

Open  United  Nations  Chapel 

•  Old  Christ  Church,  historic  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  shrine  where  George 
Washington  worshiped,  has  dedicated 
a  United  Nations  Chapel.  The  Rt.  Rev. 
Oliver  J.  Hart,  Bishop  coadjutor  of 
the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania  and  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Council  of  the 
S.M.C.L.,  officiated.  The  chapel  has 
been  set  aside  for  all  who  desire  to 
pray  for  loved  ones  in  the  service. 


"Praise  the  Lord!  I've  been  looking 
tor  an  organization  like  the  S.M.C.L. 
for  over  two  years.  I  was  named  or- 
ganizer for  a  group  with  similar  pur- 
poses some  two  years  ago,  but  it  didn't 
meet  with  favor.  But  now,  because  of 
it,  I  have  learned  much  and  can  apply 
my  knowledge  to  a  unit  of  the  League. 

"All  during  the  disappointing  time 
while  I  was  trying  to  make  a  go  of 
the  group — without  much  success — I 
buoyed  myself  up  with  this :  'They  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their 
strength.'  Now  with  the  coming  of 
the  S.M.C.L.,  my  strength  is  renewed, 
and  I  am  ready  to  jump  into  this  new 
organization  with  my  whole  mind,  body 
and  soul!" — Sgt.  Daniel  W.  Ned- 
BALEK,  TSS.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

"Perhaps  you  will  be  interested  in  the 
following  little  'creed'  written  by  the 
undersigned  one  evening  before  induc- 
tion into  the  U.  S.  Army.  (Prior  to 
induction  I  was  principal  of  the  Chand- 
ler, Okla.,  High  School.)  I  call  it  My 
Desire  for  Life: 

"To  accomplish  all  I  set  out  to  do, 
and  to  help  others  at  all  times. 

"To  have  faith,  to  love  and  be  loved, 
to  maintain  the  kinship  of  kindred 
hearts. 

"To  be  worthy  always  of  the  bless- 
ings of  life,  and  to  be  forgiven  for  all 
my  mistakes. 

"To  plunge  in  and  help  the  man  that's 
down,  and  to  be  true  to  all  my  convic- 
tions. 

"To  write  a  little,  read  much,  serve 
willingly,  be  fair  in  all  things,  to  think 
and  live  nobly. 

"To  find  the  purpose  of  God  for  my 
life,  and  then  serve  and  serve  until  the 
last  spark  of  life  has  smoldered  away. 

"To  not  worry  unduly  about  the  Life 
Beyond,  knowing  that  if  I  fully  trust 
God  and  do  my  best  no  man  can  do 
more." — Pvt.  Joe  O.  Bumpus,  Recep- 
tion Center,  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 
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"Many  of  us  are  now  going 
into  far  places  where  the 
white  man  has  left  his  foot- 
prints before  us.  And  not  al- 
ways, we  find,  did  our  tribe 
leave  behind  them  the  best 
and  highest  influences.  We  are 
seeing,  and  shall  see,  places 
where  the  white  man  has  ex- 
ploited, stolen,  desecrated.  Not 
always,  of  course.  In  many 
places  the  white  man,  partic- 
ularly the  missionary,  has  left 
happier  marks — marks  of  education,  en- 
lightenment, godliness. 

"Now  the  question  faces  us  again :  when 
we  shall  have  won  the  war  and  return 
home,  what  kind  of  marks  shall  we  leave 
behind?  The  natives  of  lands  in  which  we 
now  operate  await  the  answer. 

"The  S.M.C.L.  can  help  us,  stand  back 
of  us,  encourage  us  to  the  noblest  living, 
help  us  to  make  worthy  footprints  wherever 
we  go.  We  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  the 
Christ  we  represent  to  throw  all  our 
strength  behind  this  League  which  binds 
together  all  men  of  good  intent.  To  join 
it  is  to  join  the  race  of  men  who,  in  all 
periods  of  history,  have  been  not  destroy- 
ers but  builders."  — C  h  a  p  l  a  i  n  George 
Parker  Weiss,  Post  Chaplain's  Office, 
A.P.O.  947,  Seattle,  Wash. 

"While  serving  as  an  enlisted  man,  it 
was  my  privilege  to  participate  (musi- 
cally)   in  chapel   services.    This  gave  me 
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an  excellent  chance  to  observe 
the  work  of  the  chaplains,  and 
to  size  up  its  reaction  upon 
the  men. 

"I  was  impressed  at  once 
by  two  things:  first  the  large 
attendance;  second,  the  en- 
thusiasm for  religious  observ- 
ance on  the  part  of  soldiers. 
Both  signified  something  more 
'  than    just    loneliness    or    the 

urge  to  spend  time  elsewhere 
than    in    the    barracks;    they 
I  were  a  sign  of  a  widespread  and  perfectly 
natural  hunger  for  religion. 

"In  analyzing  it  now,  I  believe  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  chapel  service  is  largely 
aided  by  its  intimacy.  The  chapels  are 
small,  the  spirit  of  the  Army  is  common 
to  all  in  the  congregation,  and  everyone 
takes  an  active  part.  This  is  seldom  the 
case  in  civilian  churches.  But  it  is  doing 
something  to  the  men  in  service;  they  will 
return  home  conditioned  to  worship  and 
interested  in  taking  active  roles  in  church 
activity. 

"We  all  have  heard  a  lot  of  nonsense 
about  the  'steady  decline'  of  the  Church's 
influence.  Any  man  who  has  taken  part 
in  chapel  work  knows  that  religious  in- 
terest is  not  declining.  I,  for  one,  am 
deeply  appreciative  of  the  place  our  Army 
is  giving  to  religion,  and  of  the  tireless 
service  the  chaplains  are  daily  performing 
in  our  behalf." — Lieut.  Sherwood  Smith, 
Personnel  Officer,  601st  C.A.,  Phila.,  Pa. 


ds  unloading,  Mr.  Service  Man? 

your  opinions,  your  questions, 

^703  Chestnut  Street.,  Phila.,  Pa. 


"Welcome,  Link  !  T  have  read  the 
first  issue  with  great  interest.  I  am  de- 
lighted over  its  aims  and  objectives. 
It  is  inspiring,  instructive,  provocative. 

"I  like  the  forum  department,  entitled 
'Now,  See  Here!'  It  welcomes  opin- 
ions of  any  and  all  men  in  service,  puts 
no  damper  on  any  man's  ideas,  furthers 
freedom  of  expression.  This  is  highly 
salutary,  for  only  out  of  the  free  ex- 
pressions of  free  men  may  we  hope  to 
bring  Truth  into  the  limelight. 

"I  prophesy  too  that  The  Link  will 
foster  further  understanding  between 
chaplains  and  men.  It  will  keep  burn- 
ing the  light  of  fellowship  between  men 
who  call  themselves  Christian.  It  will 
strengthen  and  encourage  many  a  man 
whose  faith  has  begun  to  lag.  It  will 
promote  a  broader  and  deeper  under- 
standing of  the  Bible.  It  will  bring 
many  others,  hitherto  indifferent  to  the 
claims  of  religion,  into  Christian  fellow- 
ship."— Thomas  Sarkis,  Fort  Mason, 
Calif. 

"Thanks  a  million  for  The  Link.  It 
is  all  its  name  signifies — and  more.  I 
want  all  my  men  to  have  copies.  It  is 
easily  the  best  thing  in  its  field  I  have 
seen." — Chaplain  John  L.  Cannon, 
Jr.,  Army  Air  Base,  Ardmore,  Okla. 

"I  am  sure  that  the  gratitude  of 
countless  numbers  of  service  men  is 
going  out  to  the  courageous  Christian 
leaders  who  have  brought  the  S.M.C.L. 
into  existence.  There  is  such  a  great 
need  for  this  organization;  it  has  the 
backing  and  enthusiastic  co-operation 
of  so  many  Christian  groups;  and  it 
has  gotten  off  to  such  a  splendid  start 
that  I  have  a  firm  faith  that  it  will 
accomplish  untold  good.  I  believe  its 
influence  will  shortly  be  felt  around  the 
world. 

"So  many  of  us  feel  the  weight  of 
the  problems  of  the  world  upon  us ;  we 
realize  the  limitations   of  human  mind 
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and  brawn  to  cope  with  these  prob- 
lems ;  but  we  know  that  the  mind  of 
our  Lord  is  sufficient  for  the  happy  and 
glorious  solution.  We  believe  our  new 
Service  League  will  lead  us  to  our 
Saviour  and  thus  to  the  glorious  day  of 
peace  and  love  among  men." — Cpl. 
Howard  Sizemore,  Boiling  Field,  D.  C. 

"We  have  just  completed  a  tentative 
organization  of  the  S.M.C.L.  at  this 
fort.  Our  first  meeting  was  held  yes- 
terday, and  was  well  attended.  The 
men  are  enthusiastic  about  the  possi- 
bilities of  such  a  service  each  Sunday." 
— Chaplain  R.  Wyatt,  Fort  Curtis, 
Va. 

"I  have  just  read  your  first  number 
of  The  Link  and  find  it  very  interest- 
ing and  helpful.  The  Bible  Bits  and 
Topic  Talks  are  especially  interesting. 
The  article,  'Lovingly,  Your  Mother,' 
written  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Shell,  was  in- 
spiring. I  am  sure  that  every  soldier 
would  want  to  send  a  copy  of  this  home 
to  his  mother." — Chaplain  James  Sal- 
ango,  Miami  Beach,  Fla. 

"I  have  just  read  and  completely  en- 
joyed the  first  issue  of  The  Link  and 
am  looking  forward  to  subsequent  is- 
sues. I  particularly  enjoyed  the  little 
human-interest  items,  such  as  the  ones 
about  the  Proxy  Mothers  and  that  Chi- 
cago newspaperman  who  held  up  copies 
of  his  paper  from  his  corner  stand  so 
that  soldiers  marching  past  could  easily 
read  those  headlines  without  breaking 
their  marching  formation. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  The  Link  might 
well  tell  the  story,  and  run  the  photo- 
graphs, of  various  chaplains  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  under  fire.  I 
am  sure  there  must  be  many  such  in 
this  war,  as  there  were  in  the  other 
World  War.  (I  know,  because  I  saw 
many  of  those  devoted  soldier-clergy- 
men in  combat  both  in  France  and  in 
Siberia.)" — Sgt.  Herbert  E.  Smith, 
R.P.B.,  Governors  Island,  N.  Y. 


"Thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  first 
copy  of  The  Link.  Should  subsequent 
copies  prove  as  good,  you  most  cer- 
tainly have  something." — Chaplain 
Paul  E.  Carson,  Fort  Warden,  Wash. 

"What  a  fine  job  you  have  done!  It 
certainly  is  a  valuable  helpmate  for 
any  chaplain,  and  one  whose  monthly 
coming  will  be  eagerly  awaited.  The 
Bible  Bits  and  Topic  Talks  are  excep- 
tionally good  and  will  be  a  tremendous 
help  in  preparing  weekly  Bible  lessons 
for  small  study  groups.  If  it  is  possi- 
ble, I  would  like  to  receive  13  addi- 
tional copies  for  distribution  in  the 
Regimental  Day  Rooms.  This  will  en- 
sure a  larger  reading  of  this  extremely 
readable  digest." — Chaplain  W.  C. 
Brown,  Camp  Robinson,  Ark. 

"We  are  very  happy  that  such  a 
splendid  job  is  being  done  to  make  our 
men  acquainted  with  and  loyal  to  the 
Christian  enterprise  during  their  period 
of  service.  The  magazine  is  particu- 
larly informative  and  cleverly  ar- 
ranged."^— Chaplain  Fred  B.  Trevitt, 
U.  S.  Naval  Air  S  t  a  ti  o  fi ,  Corpus 
Christi,   Texas.  .    : 


"I  have  received  a  copy  of  your  pub- 
lication, The  Link,  and  like  it  very 
much.  I  am  interested  in  organizing  a 
unit  for  discussion,  especially  a  tnid- 
week  group  and  believe  that  the  maga- 
zine will  be  the  very  things  i;o  help 
get  the  men  together."-— Chaplain 
Riley  A.   Brickley,  Jdcksonville,  Fla. 

'Today  the  earth  is  goiiig  through 
a  period  of  utter  darkness  such  as 
man  has  never  witnessed  before;  yes, 
even  drearier  than  the  Dark  Ages  of 
old.  Yet,  multitudes  are  totally  un- 
aware of  the  presence  of  Him  who  is 
'The  Light  of  the  World.'  In  the 
Army  your  chaplain,  even  more  aware 
of  this  condition,  is  ready  to  give  advice 
and  show  you  the  road  that  leads  to 
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that  Light.  Now  is  the  time  for  all 
men  to  seek  that  Light,  for  'Light  is 
sown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladness  for 
the  upright  in  heart,'  Psalm  97:  11."— 
Sgt.  Joseph  Tarantino,  601st  C.A., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"I  received  a  package  containing  cop- 
ies of  The  Link,  and  have  distributed 
them  to  men  in  my  units.  I  am  well 
pleased  with  it,  and  feel  that  it  will  go 
a  long  way  in  keeping  our  men  in 
contact  with  their  respective  Leagues  at 
home." — Chaplain  John  M.  McLeod, 
North  Camp  Polk,  La. 

"The  first  number  of  your  monthly 
magazine.  The  Link,  has  been  received. 
Having  had  some  experience  with  try- 
ing to  run  an  organization  for  the  sol- 
diers similar  to  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League  I  realize  that  this  lit- 
tle book  supplies  just  the  type  of  ma- 
terial needed  for  a  soldier's  organiza- 
tion. As  Post  Chaplain,  I  am  already 
sponsoring  as  many  ac- 
tivities as  I  have  time 
for,  but  with  this  maga- 
zine. The  Link,  avail- 
able, I  am  just  itching  to 
organize  a  S.M.C.L.  in 
the  Post  Chapel."— 
Chaplain  Luther  R. 
Vann,  Camp  Pickett, 
Va. 


"The  Link  is  exactly 
the  name  for  a  book  like 
this.  It  symbolizes  what 
we  have  been  looking  for- 
Men  are  hungry  to  know 
what  the  Bible  says  and 
teaches,  and  to  know  how 
to  study  the  Bible.  This 
little  book  offers  the 
needed  help.  I  feel  that 
now  we  chaplains  have 
"the  link"  to  a  success- 
ful Service   Men's   Bible 


Cartoon  drawn  by   Corp.   Ed. 
Allen,   Jr.,   Ft.    Belvoir.   Va. 


Study  Class. — Chaplain  Chester  D. 
Hamilton,  Francis  E.  Warren,  Wyo- 
ming. 

"I  have  just  glanced  at  my  first  copy 
of  The  Link  and  feel  certain  I  can 
put  it  to  real  use  here  on  this  post.  I 
would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you 
would  place  my  order  for  50  copies 
each  month  as  they  come  off  the  press." 
— Chaplain  Ralph  L.  Bates,  Fort 
Monroe,  Va. 

"My  first  copy  of  The  Link  has 
made  a  very  favorable  impression.  I 
am  inclined  to  say  with  the  soldiers. 
'Buddy,  you've  got  something  there.* " 
— Chaplain  David  E.  Kinsler,  41st 
Armored  Regiment,  Camp  Polk,  La. 

"We  wish  to  acknowledge  that  we've 
received  100  copies  of  The  Link.  They 
will  help  fulfill  the  need  of  our  men  to 
further  realize  the  link  between  their 
home  church  and  themselves  in  Chris- 
tian fellowship." — Chap- 
lain Andrew  L.  John- 
son, Fort  McClellan,  Ala. 


"The  complimentary 
copy  of  The  Link  has 
been  received  and  re- 
viewed with  great  inter- 
est." —  Chaplain  Perry 
H.  HuTLiN,  New  Haven, 
*Conn. 

"Kindly  send  me  one 
handbook  and  50  copies 
of  The  Link.  The  S.M.- 
C.L. seems  to  be  the  an- 
swer to  a  Protestant 
chaplain's  prayer.  I  do 
believe  that  such  an  or- 
ganization will  be  most 
beneficial  to  our  men  in 
the  service." — Chaplain 
David  A.  Bowles,  Camp 
Chaffee,  Ark. 


1  This  portable  chapel  serres 
as  combination  mobile  pnl- 
pit  and  distribution  center 
for     Testaments     and    Bibles. 

n  Chaplain  Philip  Nicolas  at 
Navy  Pier,  Chicago,  handing 
out    Testaments    to    his    men. 

Q  Chaplains  Isaac  and  Jaegar 
find  eager  takers  among  men 
of  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force. 
Isaac  alone  distributes  an 
average  of  2,000  copies  of 
the     Word     every     six    weeks. 
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Reading  Across 

1  "Trust  .  .  .  not     in      lying     words"      Jer. 

7:4 

2  ".   .   .   are   all   they   that   put   their   trust    in 

him"   Ps.   2:  12 
8  Calcium 

10  "Lord  watch  between   .   .   .   and  thee"   Gen. 

31:49 

11  "bread    enough    and    to  .   .   ."    Luke    15:  17 

12  "I  .  .  .  God,  even   thy   God"  Ps.    50:  7 

13  "I  trust  in  .   .   ."   Ps.   25:  2 

15  Topographical    Engineers 

16  Networks  of  blood  vessels 


18  "in  thee  ...  my  trust"   Ps.   141:8 

19  "buckler   to   all    them  .  .   .  trust"   II    Sam. 

22:  31 

21  "the  .  .  .  that  trusteth  in  him"    Ps.    34:  8 

22  "keep  him  in  perfect  .  .  ."   Isa.   26:  3 
24  Leguminous  Hawaiian  tree 

27  Compass  point 

28  "Job    arose    and  .   .   .   his    mantle"    Job    1  : 

20    (pi.) 
31    "knoweth    them  .   .   .  trust    in    him"     Nah. 

1:  7 
33   "Seek     him     that  .   .   .   the      seven     stars" 

Amos   5:8 


eVA^wco 
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35  Sheltered  place 

36  "my  .  .  .  trusteth   in  thee"    Ps.    57:  1 
38  Royal    Observatory 

40  Son  of  Enoch  Gen.  4:  18 

42  "put    their    trust    under    the  ...  of    thy 

wings"    Ps.    36:  7 
45  "trust    in  .   .   .  name    of  .  .  .  Lord"     Isa. 

50:  10 

47  -'O  .  .  .   God:   thou  art  my   trust"   Ps.   71: 

5 

48  Prefix  signifying  not 

49  ".  .  .  him  will  I  trust"  II   Sam.   22:  3 
51  Also 

53  Adjutant -general 

54  ".  .  .  of  them  that  trust   in   him    shall   be 

desolate"  Ps.   34:  22 
57  "that  ...  his    trust    in    the    Lord"    Prov. 
28:  25 

61  "under   .   .   .   wings    shalt    thou    trust"     Ps. 

91:  4 

62  "and  shall  ...  in  him"  Ps.   64:  10 

Reading  Dottu 

1  ".  .  .  will  I  trust  in  him"   Job    13:  15 

2  Insect 

3  Esther 

4  "trust  in  vanity,  and  .   .  .  lies"   Isa.   59:4 

5  Western   Continent 

6  "if   any   of    you    do  .   .  .  from    the    truth" 

Jas.  5:  19 

7  "the  shipmen  .   .   .ed  that  they  drew  near" 

Acts  27 :  27 

8  Eldest  son  of  Adam  and  Eve  Gen.  4 :  1 

9  Wine  vessel  of  early  Christian  Church 
10  Tableland 


14  Hasten 

17  "a  reproach   and  a  .  .  ."    Ezek.    5:  15 

19  Examinations 

20  "better  .  .  .  trust  in  the  Lord"  Ps.   118:  8 

22  River  in  Italy 

23  Confederate   States  of  America 

25  "an  ...  of   gopher   wood"    Gen.    6:  14 

26  "that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  .  .  .  mount 

Zion"   Ps.   125:  1 

29  Eye    (Scot.) 

30  "such  trust  have  we  .   .  .   Christ"   II   Cor. 

3:4 

3 1  Thrice 

32  "neither  shall  the  .  .  .  nor  sun  smite"  Isa. 

49:  10 

33  Greek  letter 

34  "In  whom  ye  .   .   .  trusted"  Eph.    1:13 

35  "we  trust  in  the  .  .  .  God"  I  Tim.  4:  10 
37  "I  trust  in  the  mercy  .  .  .  God"  Ps.  52:  8 
39   "trust     to     his   .   .   .   righteousness"      Ezek. 

33:  13 
41  Deadhead 

43  Hour 

44  Newspaper   notice 

46  And 

47  Clown 

50  "in    darkness,    and     hath  .  .   .  light"     Isa. 
50:  10 

52  Out  of  print 

53  Attorney 

55  Northeastern   State 

56  East  Indies 

58  Translation 

59  Trade-union 

60  Plural  ending  of  some  nouns 


(Our  text  is  2,  18,  19,  21,  31,  33,  45,  47,  61,  and  62  combined) 

TURN  TO  PAGE  54  FOR  PUZZLE  SOLUTION 


From  Gen.  MacArthur  s  Order  of  the  Day 
Following  the  Victory  at  New  Guinea 
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By     SCHEEL 


LIEUT, 

UAMESL  ELDER 

OF  NEWORLEANS.  LA., 
(PROTESTANT) 
AND 
LIEUT, 

IGNATIUS  MATERNOWSKI 

OF  HOLYOKE,  MASS., 
(CATHOLIC) 

CHAPLAINS 

OF  THE  508^^  PARACHUTE 
INFANTRY  AT  CAMP  BLAND/NG, 

JUMP 
WITH  THEIR  MEN 


CHRIST 


CHURCH,  LONDON, 

LARGELY    BUILT  BY  AMERICANS, 

HAS  THE  AMERICAN 

STARS  AND  STRIPES 

BUILT  INTO  THE  STEEPLE, 
m\.  WITH  RED  STONE  AND  STARS 

y/l  CHISELED  INTO  IT 


ScfuuiiL 

Religiou*  News  Service 


THE  IDEA  OF 

FOOD  CO-ORDINATOR 

STEMS  FROM  THE 
APPOINTMENT  OF 


QohQph  BY  TVta/taaA  to  handle  all  the  food 


OF  EGYPT  DURING'  THE  FAMINE 


TRADEMARK  REG.  U.  S.  PAT.  OFF. 
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A  noted  writer  puts  a  cynic  straight 
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cz^^  <=UJ)i4.m.ay  J-ltci^e  <~>0'iJiut^I 


By  ^VILLIAM  L.  STIDGER 


IT  happened  last  November  on  a  train 
running  between  Cleveland  and  Chi- 
cago. I  had  phoned  two  days  in  ad- 
vance for  a  lower  berth,  and  had  been 
assured  that  the  reservation  would  be 
made — had  even  been  given  the  num- 
ber, "Lower  4  in  car  1089."  That  was 
definite  enough  for  anybody. 

But  when  I  got  to  the  ticket  office 
I  found  that  my  lower  had  been  taken 
by  a  soldier.  I  was  not  exactly  indig- 
nant, but  I  was  surprised.  That  was 
my  first  experience  with  "priorities" 
in  traveling.  I  have  had  many  of  them 
since  that  night. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  I  did  not 
tear  either  my  own  shirt  or  that  of 
the  smiling  ticket  agent.  For  since  this 
war  started  I,  like  the  old  colored  man, 
have  learned  to  "co-operate  with  the 
inevitable."  The  inevitable  in  this  case 
was  an  upper  berth — an  arrangement 
not  too  handy  for  a  man  of  my  girth. 

But  what  at  first  promised  to  be  a 
disagreeable  experience  turned  out  to 
be  one  of  the  most  glorious  adventures 
I  have  ever  had. 

I  found  the  car  loaded  to  the  brim 
with  soldiers — headed  West,  I  later  dis- 
covered, with  their  final  destination  the 
Solomon  Islands.  They  were  all  South- 
ern boys,  and  a  hilarious  lot  they  were. 

Not  a  man's  son  of  them  had  ever 
before  ridden  in  a  Pullman  car.  But 
the  pleasing  thing  was,  they  were  mak- 
ing no  apologies  for  that  lack  of  so- 
phistication.   In  fact  they  were  boast- 


ing about  it,  and,  before  I  was  in  that 
car  five  minutes  half  a  dozen  of  them 
had  informed  me  good-humoredly  about 
that  lack  in  their  education. 

Then  we  all  went  into  the  diner  for 
dinner — and  there  I  had  the  time  of  my 
life  listening  to  their  frank  appraisals 
of  the  menu,  the  food,  the  cost.  One  big 
blond  boy  calculated  that  his  army 
cook,  with  nothing  but  pork  and  beans 
to  work  on,  could  put  that  diner's  cook 
in  the  shade.    And  so  on. 

When  we  got  back  into  the  Pullman 
car  their  hilarity  continued  until  it  was 
time  for  bed — and  then  the  real  fun 
began.  The  porter  saw  a  gangling,  six- 
foot-three  brunette  boy  starting  to  get 
into  his  upper  berth,  and  hurried  with  a 
ladder.  The  boy  soon  saw  what  that 
ladder  was  for,  and  with  a  hilarious 
yell  said :  "Take  that  derned  little  splin- 
ter away  from  here!  I've  climbed  too 
many  mules  to  need  a  ladder  to  get  into 
this  contraption.  I  jump  'em,  man,  I 
jump  'em!" 

And  that  was  exactly  what  he  did. 
He  put  one  foot  down  on  the  aisle  of 
the  car,  lifted  the  other  into  the  upper, 
and — I  declare  upon  my  honor  as  a 
preacher — he  simply  stepped  into  that 
upper  berth,  while  his  comrades 
cheered  the  achievement.  But,  once  up 
there,  he  found  he  was  too  long  to  fit. 
Then,  catching  sight  of  the  little  ham- 
mock in  the  berth,  he  yelled :  "What  in 
tarnation  is  this  little  hammock  for? 
I'm    no    sailor;     I'm   a    soldier    and    I 
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can't  sleep  in  that  derned  thing."  That, 
too  was  good  for  a  laugh,  and  he  got  it. 

The  last  thing  I  saw  of  that  boy  was 
his  feet  sticking  out  above  the  top  of 
that  upper  about  a  foot,  and  in  the  half 
light  those  feet  looked  like  nothing  so 
much  as  a  mule's  ears. 

Five  minutes  later  I  was  sitting  in 
the  dressing  room  when  another  giant 
came  in  to  wash  up  before  retiring.  He 
walked  over  to  the  bowl,  looked  around 
with  a  bewildered  look,  then  turned  to 
me  and  said:  "Where  in  heck  do  they 
keep  the  soap  in  this  joint.  Pal?" 

I  pointed  out  the  little  soap-plunger 
and  showed  him  how  to  work  it. 

He  grinned,  pressed  the  plunger, 
turned  to  me  and  said,  simply  and 
naively:  "By  gosh,  it  works,  doesn't  it? 
What'll  they  be  doin'  next!" 

The  only  other  civilian  in  that  car 
was  a  New  York  salesman.  He  had 
watched  the  whole  proceedings  with  a 
cynical  look  on  his  face.  He  had  not 
entered  into  the  spirit  of  that  normal, 
genuine  crowd  of  Southern  boys.  He 
was  too  blase  for  that.  He  was  frankly 
disgusted  with  their  lack  of  sophistica- 
tion. He  had  been  traveling  on  trains 
all  of  his  life.  He  had  been  going 
places,  seeing  people,  and  ringing  door 
bells  from  childhood. 

When  the  big  boy  had  finished  his  ab- 
lutions and  left,  he  turned  to  me  and 
said,    with   a   good   deal   of   disgust   in 


his  words:  "Pretty  darned  dumb,  aren't 
they?"   Only  he  didn't  say  "darned." 

I  myself  didn't  feel  so  pious  at  that 
remark.  In  fact,  there  is  nothing  I 
would  have  enjoyed  more  at  that  par- 
ticular moment  than  to  have  "mowed 
him  down,"  as  Charlie  McCarthy  puts 
it.  But  remembering  that  I  was  a 
Christian  and  therefore  supposed  to  be 
a  gentleman,  to  say  nothing  of  being 
a  parson,  I  asked  God  to  give  me 
something  to  say  that  would  finish  him 
off  without  any  physical  marks  show- 
ing. God  stood  by  me  and  whispered 
into  my  inner  ear  just  what  to  say,  and 
I  said  it: 

"Yes,  they're  pretty  darned  dumb, 
my  friend — dumb  just  like  Sergeant 
York  was  dumb!  You  may  recall  that 
York  had  never  had  a  pair  of  shoes 
on,  to  say  nothing  of  being  shy  of  ex- 
perience in  a  Pullman,  when  they  took 
him  out  of  our  Southland  and  sent  him 
to  France  to  become  a  world  hero.  And 
when  he  came  back  to  New  York,  the 
hero  of  the  World  War,  and  the  Mayor 
asked  him  what,  most  of  all,  he  wanted 
to  do  in  New  York  City,  he  said,  'I 
want  to  go  down  in  the  subway.' " 

And  I  must  be  fair  in  this  story.  I 
must  admit  that,  upon  hearing  my  re- 
buke, that  New  York  salesman  turned 
to  me  and  said  with  a  good  deal  of 
sincerity:  "I  guess  you're  right,  Pal. 
My  mistake!" 


•  The  infidel  assured  the  Quaker  he 
would  believe  in  God  if  he  ever  saw 
him,  but  not  otherwise. 

"Does  thee  believe  in  Spain?"  in- 
quired the  Quaker. 

"Sure,"  replied  the  unbeliever,  "but, 
although  I  have  not  seen  that  country 
myself,  I  know  people  who  have." 


"Did  thee  ever  see  thy  own  brains, 
or  anybody  that  ever  did  see  them?" 
the  Quaker  asked. 

"No,"  said  the  other,  "but  that's  dif- 
ferent." 

"Does  thee  believe  thee  has  any?" 
asked  the  defender  of  faith. 

— Pro  testant  Voice 


FOR  STUDY  AID  DISl"    SlflS 
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^  •  Under  fKi$  heading  each  nnonih  will 
appear  a  selection  of  brief  Bible  readings,  suitable  for 
either    group    or    indtyidual    study.    Know  r  ;  ^  > 


To  get  the  most  out  of  individual  study  of  material  suggested 
in  "Bible  Bits,"  use  your  Bible  to  look  up  all  references  given. 
When  "Bible  Bits"  are  employed  for  groups,  each  passage  should 
be  read  aloud,  after  which  the  questions  suggested  can  be  made 
the  basis  for  general  discussion.  It  is  more  important  to  find 
satisfactory  answers  to  a  few  questions  than  to  try  to  complete  all 
the  readings.  When  in  difficulty  with  answers,  consult  your  chaplain. 

"Bible  Bits"  are  developed  from  outlines  prepared 
by  the  Committee  on  Improved  Uniform  Lessons.  The 
outlines  are  copyrighted  by  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education,  and  are  used  by  permission. 


n  •  1 11 

J-a^tC  J-dlK^  %  Designed  to  furnish  groups  such 
^%  S.M.CU  units  with  discussion  materials,  a  "Topic 
Talk"  for  each  week  Is  provided  on  the  following  pages, 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  THE  PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 


Plan  your  program  well  in 
advance. 

Co-operate  with  your  chap- 
lain. 

Assign  responsibility  early  for 
various  parts  on  the  pro- 
gram. 

Use  the  topic  suggested,  but 
make  adaptations  in  keep^ 
ing  with  the  individual 
needs  of  your  group. 


The  following  outline  may 
suggest  a  procedure  for 
meetings : 

( 1 )  Informal  social  period ; 

(2)  group  singing;  (3) 
prayer  and  Scripture;  (4) 
introduction  of  the  topic 
by  the  chaplain  or  leader; 
(5)  forum  —  on  the  ques- 
tions; (6)  group  singing; 
(7)   benediction. 


CREDIT  FOR  TOPIC  TALKS 
The  material  contained  in  the  sections  entitled  "Resource  Mate- 
rial" is  from  the  Learning  for  Life  study,  "Christianity's  Com- 
pelling    Conviction,"     by     Robert     N.     McLean.      It     is     copy- 
righted   by    the    Westminster    Press,    and    used    by    permission. 
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FOR         WEEK         ENDING         APRIL        4,         1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

PETER  AND  JOHN  BECOME  DISCIPLES 

Passages  for  General  Study:  John  1:29- 

42;  Mark  1: 16-20 

KEY  VERSE:  "And  Jesus  said  unto  them.  Come  ye  after  me,  and  I  will 

make  you  to  become  fishers  of  men,*'  Mark  1:  17 


•  Monday,  March  29.  John  1:29- 
43.  The  studies  for  the  next  three 
months  will  be  about  the  work  and 
writings  of  the  disciples  Peter  and 
John.  The  verses  you  have  just 
read  tell  how  John  the  Baptist  in- 
troduced Jesus  to  his  followers. 
How  easy  is  it  to  recognize  the 
ability  of  another  man,  as  John  the 
Baptist  did  in  the  incident  men- 
tioned in  these  verses  and  in 
verse  27? 

•  Tuesday,  March  30.  John  1: 
35-42.  John  the  Baptist  knew  Jesus 
and  introduced  him  to  Andrew,  who 
introduced  him  to  his  brother 
Simon,  or  Peter.  How  does  this 
compare  with  the  way  we  custom- 
arily make  friends  ?  To  what  extent 
do  men  meet  Christ  in  this  way 
today  ? 

•  Wednesday,  March  31.  Mark  1 : 
16-20.  Compare  the  names  of  the 
persons  in  this  story  with  the  per- 
sons in  the  story  in  yesterday's  read- 
ing. Did  the  invitation  to  the  fisher- 
men come  from  a  stranger  or  a 
friend?  In  your  judgment,  what 
was  there  about  Jesus  that  would 
have  appealed  to  these  young  men — 
and  to  young  men  today? 
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•  Thursday,  April  1.  Mark  2: 
13-17.  Jesus  chose  one  of  his  dis- 
ciples from  among  those  with  whom 
self-styled  "nice  people"  would  not 
eat.  How  does  this  fact  rebuke  our 
pride  in  class  or  race  today? 

•  Friday,  April  2.  John  1:43-51. 
To  begin  with,  Nathanael  did  not 
expect  much  of  Jesus,  who  came 
from  the  unimportant  little  village 
of  Nazareth,  but  he  was  ready  to 
be  shown.  What  was  the  result  of 
his    first   conversation   with  Jesus? 

•  Saturday,  April  3.  John  4: 5-10, 
27-29.  Again  we  see  Jesus  ignoring 
prejudice  and  showing  friendship  to 
a  person  whom  his  fellow  country- 
men would  have  ignored  or  de- 
spised. Does  this  throw  any  light 
on  the  willingness  of  Peter  and 
John  to  give  up  their  business  and 
follow  him?  After  all,  does  an  atti- 
tude of  superiority  defeat  its  own 
purpose? 

•  Sunday,  April  4.  Isaiah  6:1-8. 
"Also  I  heard  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  saying.  Whom  shall  I  send, 
and  who  will  go  for  us?  Then  said 
I,  Here  am  I;  send  me."  Isa.  6:8. 
For  what  tasks  does  God  want  this 
kind  of  response  from  you? 


FOR         WEEK         ENDING         APRIL        4,         1943 
Subject  for  group  discussion: 
CHRISTIANS  ARE  DYNAMIC 

Scripture  for  group  use:  Acts  1:  6-8;  4:  13-20 

*  Additional  Bible  readings  for  private  or  group  use 

God  First  Loved  Us 1  John  5 : 1-13 

The  First  Commandment Matt.  22 :  35-38 

Seek  First  the  Kingdom Matt.  6: 31-33 

First  in  Rank Mark  10:  42-44 

First  Be  Reconciled Matt.  5: 23-24 

First  Correct  Your  Oivn  Faults Matt.  7 : 3-5 

Put  Loyalty  to  Christ  First Luke  9: 59-62 

*  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

Think  of  the  best  Christian  person  you  have  known:  how  would  you 
describe  the  characteristics  in  his  life  which  made  hint  so  definitely  Chris- 
tian f 

The  first  Christians  were  known  for  their  complete  allegiance  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Can  we  expect  equal  loyalty  from  Christians  today?  In  what 
ways  can  Christians  show  such  loyalty  f 

In  what  ideals  or  principles  must  all  men  believe  without  reservation 
if  we  are  to  have  a  just  and  lasting  peace?  How  can  Christians  in  the 
United  States  of  America  help  to  sell  the  world  on  these  principles? 

What  can  you  tell  about  the  power  that  was  in  the  lives  of  each  of  these 
persons^:  Albert  Schweitzer,  Florence  Nightingale,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  Francis  of  Assisi? 

*  Resource  Material 

Have  you  ever  taken  a  voyage  on  at  the  appointments,  so  much  like 

a  great  ocean  liner?  If  so,  you  were  those  of  a  great  city  hotel.    Your 

probably  impressed,  first  of  all,  with  attention  was   caught  and  held  by 

the  size  of  the  ship.   You  wondered  all  the  machinery,  geared  and  tuned 

how  it  was  possible  for  the  genius  to   serve  the  needs  of  the  passen- 

of  man  to  make  a  thing  so  huge  that  gers.    Then,   perhaps,   after   a   few 

would  actually  float.    You  marveled  days  you  were  taken  down  into  the 
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engine  room.  You  watched  the  great 
Diesels,  pounding  away  hour  after 
hour;  and,  if  you  are  an  imagina- 
tive person,  you  stood  silent  in  the 
presence  of  such  great  power.  For 
in  the  engine  room  you  knew  that 
you  were  at  the  heart  of  the  vessel. 


*     *     * 


You  get  some  such  impression 
upon  reading  the  book  of  The  Acts. 
From  the  first  chapter  to  the  last, 
it  is  full  of  action.  But  when  you 
come  to  Pentecost,  you  feel  that 
you  are  at  the  very  heart  of  the 
whole  story;  you  are  standing  in 
the  presence  of  power.  It  was  a 
power  that  swept  like  a  hurricane 
through  the  lives  of  the  disciples 
and,  through  them,  was  carried  out 
to  the  whole  known  world.  So  im- 
pressive are  its  manifestations  that 
you  find  yourself  saying  as  you  read 
the  book,  "Those  first  century 
Christians  did  things  which  appar- 
ently we  cannot  do;  they  had 
something  which  we  seem  to  have 
lost!" 

In  the  New  Testament  there  are 
several  Greek  words  for  "power," 
all  of  which  are  freely  translated 
into  English  by  a  single  word.  One 
of  these  means  power  that  has  been 
conferred  from  the  outside.  It  is 
almost  synonymous  with  "author- 
ity." Another  New  Testament  word 
for  "power"  means  the  ability  to 
hold  what  you  possess,  to  have  the 
strength  of  muscle  and  mind  to  keep 
that  which  is  rightfully  yours.  A 
third  word  for  "power"  suggests 
the  strength  that  a  person  needs  in 
order  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  or 
to  reach  an  objective.  It  is  the 
power  that  enables  him  to  do  the 
thing  he  has  set  out  to  do. 


Still  another  word  for  "power" — 
the  one  used  most  frequently  in  the 
book  of  The  Acts — is  the  one  from 
which  we  get  our  English  word 
"dynamite."  It  means  a  power  that 
is  inherent  in  the  thing  itself,  power 
that  is  essentially  a  part  of  the 
character  of  the  thing  or  person  de- 
scribed. This  is  the  word  used  in 
describing  the  gift  that  came  upon 
the  waiting  disciples  on  the  Day 
of  Pentecost.  After  being  con- 
ferred, this  power  resided  in  them 
and,  as  long  as  they  were  true  to 
their  Lord,  could  not  be  taken  away 
from  them.  It  became  an  essential  , 
part  of  their  Christian  character.  \ 
It  came  to  them  through  a  personal 
experience  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  risen 
Saviour  and  Lord. 

Revolutionary  changes  were  made 
in  the  personalities  of  the  disciples. 
So  great  were  these  changes  that 
Paul  exclaims,  "If  any  man  is  in 
Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature !" 


In  thinking  of  this,  it  is  hard  to 
get  away  from  the  English  equiva- 
lent for  this  Greek  work  for  power. 
It  was  dynamite.  In  the  characters 
of  the  disciples,  it  blasted  away  all 
the  old  channels  through  which  the 
currents  of  life  had  flowed.  Where 
formerly  they  had  thought  of  them- 
selves, desiring  the  chief  places  in 
the  kingdom  of  God,  they  imme- 
diately began  to  think  only  of 
Christ.  It  was  their  sole  ambition 
that  he  should  be  exalted. 

Fear  gave  way  to  courage.  When 
Jesus  went  to  the  judgment  hall, 
they  all  "left  him,  and  fled."  Anx- 
ious for  their  own  safety,  they  ran 
through    the    night    like    frightened 
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rabbits.  But  after  Pentecost  a  mar- 
velous new  courage  came  to  them. 
During  the  first  three  centuries, 
when  the  fires  of  persecution  burned 
most  hotly,  Christians  of  all  ranks 
gladly  suffered  martyrdom  for  the 
cause  of  Christ.  Slaves,  dying,  dis- 
claimed the  name  of  martyr,  ac- 
counting themselves  but  poor  and 
ordinary  confessors.  Even  a  Roman 
senator  suffered  a  martyr's  death. 


But  there  was  another  way  in 
which  this  strange  new  power  radi- 
cally changed  the  personalities  of 
the  first  followers  of  the  Master. 
Again  it  was  like  dynamite.  As 
the  miner's  blasts  of  powder  loosen 
the  rock  in  the  side  of  a  mountain 
and  reveal  the  hidden  gold,  so  this 


new  power  gave  vent  and  scope  to 
latent  possibilities.  Unsuspected  ca- 
pacity suddenly  became  manifest. 

Those  men  whom  we  never  would 
have  chosen  to  be  disciples  became 
paragons  of  daring  and  ability.  Men 
who  had  been  one-talent  men  be- 
came possessed  of  two  talents ;  two- 
talent  men  suddenly  discovered  that 
they  were  possessed  of  five;  and 
five-talent  men  became  kings  and 
princes  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

In  many  respects  conditions  in 
our  modern  world  are  not  unlike 
those  existing  when  the  Spirit  of 
God  first  came  upon  the  disciples 
waiting  in  that  upper  room  in  Jeru- 
salem. But  our  world  would  be 
changed  as  was  theirs  if  his  Spirit 
were  to  come  with  renewed  power 
upon  his  church. 


THE  NAZIS  PROFESS  THEIR  ** FAITH" 

</HE  following  is  the  profession  of  faith  prepared  for  the  replace- 
ment of  Christianity  by  the  Nazis,  as  written  by  Rudolph  Hess : 
"We  believe  in  one  great  eternal  National  Socialistic  State.  We  believe 
in  the  national  socialist  conception  born  in  the  man,  Adolf  Hitler, 
during  the  great  struggle  between  German  humanity  and  all  the  races 
of  the  earth.  We  believe  that,  in  answer  to  his  prayer,  Almighty  God 
restored  to  this  soldier  the  sight  he  had  lost  during  the  World  War. 
We  believe,  we  see,  and  we  realize  in  this  man  alone,  the  savior  and 
the  ruler  sent  to  our  German  nation,  to  our  country  and  to  our  people 
who  are  bound  to  us  by  the  ties  of  blood.  We  believe  his  written  word, 
Mein  Kampj,  which  alone  is  holy.  We  believe  that  we  must  obey  all 
the  commandments  laid  down  therein,  with  all  our  knowledge  and  all 
our  power ;  and  if  we  can  carry  them  out  in  all  sincerity,  we  believe 
that  we  may  thus  confess  ourselves :  *0  Lord,  we  stand  before  thee 
without  sin.  We  are  bound  body  and  soul  to  our  Fuehrer,  to  our  coun- 
try, to  our  people,  and  we  cry  together  with  a  loud  voice:  Adolf  Hitler, 
our  Fuehrer,  we  shall  be  faithful  to  thee  unto  eternity.' " 

— The  United  Presbyterian 


FOR    WEEK    ENDING    APRIL    11,    1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 
SEEING  THE  GREATNESS  OF  CHRIST 


Passages  for  General  Study:  Mark  9:2- 

8;  2  Peter  1:16-18 

KEY  VERSE:  ** There  came  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud.  This  is  my  beloved 

Son :  hear  ye  him,**    Mark  9:7 


•  Monday,  April  5.  Mark  9:2-8. 
Peter,  James  and  John  were  the 
three  disciples  who  were  on  the 
most  intimate  terms  with  Jesus.  To 
what  extent  does  great  religious 
experience  depend  upon  faithfulness 
to  Christ  from  day  to  day? 

•  Tuesday,  April  6,  2  Peter  1 :  16- 
18.  Compare  these  verses  with  the 
reference  for  Monday.  To  what  in- 
cident does  the  writer  refer?  Most 
of  the  New  Testament  was  written 
by  persons  who  either  had  seen  and 
heard  Jesus  or  had  spoken  with 
people  who  had  known  him.  We're 
not  very  far  from  him  ourselves 
when  we  remember  that  fact. 

•  Wednesday,  April  7.  2  Corin- 
thians 12:1-5.  Paul  remembered 
that,  fourteen  years  earlier,  some 
man  whose  whereabouts  he  did  not 
now  know  had  told  him  of  strange 
visions.  He  was  willing  to  honor 
the  man  for  what  he  had  experi- 
enced, but  for  himself  he  would 
"glory"  in  something  else.  What 
was  it? 

•  Thursday,  April  8.  Revelation 
1:9-18.  Read  this  for  what  it  is 
meant    to    be — a    description    of    a 


vision  or  dream.  John,  the  exile, 
knew  that  his  Lord  was  greater 
than  any  human  tyrant.  Do  you 
think  he  was  right?  What  applica- 
tion is  there  here  for  modern  op- 
pression and  dictators  ? 

•  Friday,  April  9.  Psalm  84:1-7. 
"My  heart  and  my  flesh  crieth  out 
for  the  living  God.  .  .  .  Blessed  is 
the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee." 
Ps.  84:2,  5.  What  message  is  there 
here  for  the  man  in  service? 

•  Saturday,  April  10.  Haggai  2: 
6-9.  This  is  the  promise  of  a  re- 
stored Temple  after  the  long  exile 
of  the  Jews.  For  a  similar  passage 
in  the  New  Testament,  read  Mat- 
thew 5:13-16. 

•  Sunday,  April  11.  Psalm  24:7- 
10.  This  Psalm  begins,  "The  earth 
is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness  there- 
of;  the  world,  and  they  that  dwell 
therein.  For  he  hath  founded  it 
upon  the  seas  and  established  it 
upon  the  floods."  God  is  not  going 
to  let  this  world  get  completely  out 
of  hand.  He  is  still  in  control.  What 
good  can  be  salvaged  from  the  evils 
of  war  by  those  who  have  this  con- 
fidence in  God? 
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FOR    WEEK    ENDING    APRIL    11,   1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion: 

HOW  TO  MAKE  RELIGION  REAL 

Scripture  for  group  use:  Matthew  6: 1-15 

*  Additional  Bible  readings  for  private  or  group  use 

Pray  for  Wisdom 1  Kings  3 :  7-9 

Pray  for  Courage  in  the  Face  of  Opposition Acts  4:  29-37 

Pray  for  Daily  Bread Proverbs  30 :  7-9 

Pray  for  One  Another James  5:13-16 

Pray  for  Forgiveness Mark  11 :  20-25 

Pray  for  the  Oneness  of  Christ's  Followers John  17 :  20-26 

Pray  That  God's  Will  Be  Done Matt.  6: 25-33 

•  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

How  can  a  person  come  to  really  know  God? 

How  can  prayer  link  Christians  around  the  world  in  a  common  fellow- 
ship? How  important  is  it  for  Christians  to  feel  such  a  bond  of  fellowship? 

The  parents  of  a  college  student,  away  at  school,  held  their  family  devo- 
tions at  a  certain  time  known  to  the  student.  He  followed  the  same  time 
schedule  for  his  devotions.  How  valuable  do  you  consider  such  a  procedure 
in  maintaining  ties  with  the  folks  "back  home"? 

For  what  should  men  in  the  armed  services  of  the  nation  pray?  In 
what  way  would  these  prayers  differ  from  those  of  civilians?  How  can 
men  in  the  service  call  the  attention  of  persons  in  their  hom^e  churches  to 
matters  which  are  of  major  importance  now  for  prayer  and  study? 


•   Resource  Material 

There  is  so  much  of  noise,  con- 
fusion and  chaos  in  the  world  today 
that  instinctively  people  are  begin- 
ning to  look  for  something  upon 
which  they  can  depend.  They  want 
to  know  if  there  are  foundations 
which    are    secure.     In    a    tottering 


society,  they  are  on  the  search  for 
reality. 

Back  of  the  compelling  convic- 
tion which  dominated  the  first-cen- 
tury Christians,  there  was  this  sense 
of  reality.  They  had  something 
upon    which    they    could    rely.     It 
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surpassed  description.  It  was  peace, 
joy,  power.  It  was  a  possession  that 
could  not  be  destroyed,  which  could 
not  be  taken  away  from  them  and 
would    not    suffer    the    ravages    of 

time. 

*     *     * 

Every  great  spiritual  awakening 
has  begun  with  prayer.  Before  God 
visits  his  people,  there  are  always 
those  who  are  in  an  attitude  of  ex- 
pectation. In  that  stirring  address 
which  Viscount  Halifax  delivered 
while  all  England  was  awaiting  the 
German  blitzkrieg,  he  referred  to 
the  establishment  of  what  he  called 
a  "sixth  column."  This  sixth  column 
was  to  be  made  up  of  people  who 
would  pray,  calling  upon  Almighty 
God  to  manifest  his  power  on  the 
side  of  righteousness  and  truth.  We 
need  that  sixth  column  today! 

Jesus,  who  lived  closer  to  his 
Heavenly  Father  than  anyone  who 
has  ever  lived,  spent  nights  in 
prayer  after  days  of  labor.  That 
same  thing  is  true  in  a  lesser  de- 
gree with  regard  to  everyone  who 
has  realized  the  presence  of  God  in 
his  own  life.  "Prayer  is  the  Chris- 
tian's vital  breath." 

Another  means  by  which  we  can 
rediscover  the  vital,  living  presence 
of  Christ  is  by  what  people  of  an- 
other generation  used  to  call  "medi- 
tation." We  live  in  a  day  when 
too  many  seem  to  be  too  busy  for 
this  vital  spiritual  exercise.  In  fact, 
some  are  even  inclined  to  think  it 
is  effeminate  to  spend  time  in  quiet 
thought. 

A  few  years  ago  in  the  comic 
column,  "Gasoline  Alley,"  "Skeezix" 
received  as  a  present  a  printing 
press  with  a  font  of  type.    Skeezix 


was  then  just  a  small  boy.  He 
examined  the  letters  upon  the  face 
of  each  bit  of  type.  When  he  came 
to  the  large  box  in  the  middle  of 
the  case  which  is  dedicated  to  the 
spaces,  he  saw  no  letters  upon  them, 
and  so  decided  that  they  were  use- 
less and  threw  them  out  the  win- 
dow. 

We  can  laugh  at  the  youngster's 
idea  that  you  do  not  need  spaces  to 
set  up  type,  but  that  is  exactly  illu- 
strative of  what  our  age  has  been 
doing.  We  want  type  with  some- 
thing on  it.  We  have  no  time  for 
spaces.  So  we  fill  our  lives  with  a 
great  many  activities. 


The  idea  of  meditation  grows  out 
of  the  theory  that  God  and  an  indi- 
vidual can  be  good  company  to- 
gether. Too  much  of  our  prayer  is 
a  one-way  conversation.  Too  many 
of  us  go  to  prayer  just  as  one  might 
rush  to  the  telephone,  take  down  the 
receiver,  talk  hurriedly  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  hang  it  up  again. 
But  one  word  which  God  may  speak 
to  us  is  of  infinitely  more  impor- 
tance than  a  thousand  words  we 
may  speak  to  God. 

Is  it  trite  to  say  that  another  way 
in  which  we  may  cultivate  the  pres- 
ence of  Christ  is  by  reading  the 
Bible?  In  the  New  Testament  we 
have  the  record  of  the  things  he 
did  and  said.  By  reading  those 
words  we  can  draw  near  to  him. 
If  you  are  anxious  to  feel  the 
presence  of  a  good  friend  living  in 
a  distant  city,  you  may  get  out  a 
photograph,  if  you  have  it,  or  you 
will  read  a  letter  that  has  recently 
come.    Through  looking  at  the  pic- 
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ture    or    reading    the    words    your 
friend  has  written,  a  sense  of  near- 
ness to  him  is  developed. 
*     *     * 

Jesus  gave  his  disciples  a  new 
solution  for  the  puzzle  of  life.  Men 
had  wrestled  with  that  enigma  for 
centuries,  but  until  he  came  every 
solution  had  been  but  partial  at  best. 
He  watched  them  with  that  puzzle 
in  their  hands,  turning  it  this  way 
and  that  in  the  effort  to  solve  it, 
and  he  came  like  a  father  to  a  child 
and  said,  "Turn  it  over  and  it  will 
solve   itself." 

So  Jesus'  solution  for  the  riddle 
of  life  is  to  be  found  in  what  we 
might  call  the  theory  of  "life's 
grand  reversal."  You  can  take  that 
thought  and  apply  it  to  all  the 
teachings  of  Jesus.  He  said,  with 
regard  to  every  one  of  the  prob- 
lems of  life,  that  it  must  be  turned 
over  and  it  will  solve  itself. 

Men  had  always  said,  "Get."  He 
said,  "Give." 

The  world  had  always  said, 
"Fear."    He  said,  "Trust." 

The  world  had  been  saying,  "Be 
served  and  you  will  be  happy."    He 


said,  "You  will  find  your  happiness 
in  serving  others." 

The  world  had  always  said,  "Hate 
your  enemies."  He  said,  "Love  your 
enemies." 

The  world  said,  "Save  your  life." 
He  said,  "Lose  your  life  for  my 
sake  and  the  gospel's,  and  you  shall 
save  it." 

The  world  had  always  been  urg- 
ing men  to  struggle  to  survive.  He 
said,  "Whosoever  would  save  his 
life  shall  lose  it:  and  whosoever 
shall  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 
find  it." 

And  then  Jesus  completed  his 
whole  program  of  life's  reversal  by 
dying  upon  the  cross  on  Calvary  in 
order  that  through  his  death  the 
world  might  be  saved. 

The  only  way  for  us  to  discover 
whether  this  philosophy  of  Jesus 
will  work  is  to  try  it  out  for  our- 
selves. Power  comes  into  our  lives 
through  a  vivid  realization  of  the 
fact  that  Jesus  is  alive.  Jesus  be- 
comes alive  to  us  by  our  definite 
surrender  to  his  way  of  life  and 
our  commitment  to  that  way  in  all 
our  dealings  with  our  fellow  men. 


THE    SEAMAN'S    VERSION 

J- HE  Lord  is  my  Pilot;  I  shall  not  drift.  He  lighteth  me  across  the 
dark  waters;  He  steereth  me  in  the  deep  channels;  He  keepeth  my  log. 
He  guideth  me  by  the  star  of  holiness  for  His  name's  sake.  Yea,  though 
I  sail  'mid  the  thunders  and  tempests  of  life,  I  shall  dread  no  danger; 
for  Thou  art  near  me;  Thy  love  and  Thy  care,  they  shelter  me.  Thou 
preparest  a  harbor  before  me  in  the  homeland  of  eternity;  Thou  anoint- 
est  the  waves  with  oil;  my  ship  rideth  calmly.  Surely,  sunlight 
and  starlight  shall  favor  me  on  the  voyage  I  take,  and  I  will  rest 
in  the  port  of  my  God  forever. — Captain  J.  Rogers^  Merchant  Marine, 


FOR    WEEK    ENDING    APRIL   18.    1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 
PETER  AI\'D  JOHN  l!V  GETH^iEMANE 


Passages    for    General    Study  :    Matthew 
26:  36-46;  John  18: 10-12 

KEY  VERSE:  ^^ Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation,"    Matt, 

26:  41 


•  Monday,  April  12.  Mattheiv  26: 
36-46.  Peter,  James  and  John,  who 
were  Jesus'  closest  companions, 
were  chosen  to  be  with  him  during 
the  hours  of  the  night  when  he 
prayed  for  strength  to  face  death 
on  the  cross.  What  was  Jesus'  atti- 
tude toward  their  failure  to  under- 
stand the  crisis  that  he  was  facing? 

•  Tuesday,  April  13.  John  18:4- 
11.  Peter  slept  while  Jesus  was 
praying  for  courage  and  poise,  and 
he  got  excited  in  a  time  of  danger 
while  Jesus  was  calm.  Compare  this 
incident  with  the  one  you  read  on 
Monday.  How  could  Peter  have 
been  better  prepared  for  the  crisis? 

•  Wednesday,  April  14.  Luke  22: 
31-38.  Jesus  knew  both  the  strength 
and  weakness  of  Peter,  but  he  had 
confidence  in  him.  What  was  our 
Lord's  Prayer  for  his  well-meaning 
disciple?  Was  it  finally  answered? 
Christ  desires  no  less  for  you. 

•  Thursday,  April  15.  1  Corin- 
thians 10:1-13.  At  least  the  first 
part  of  this  passage  was  evidently 
written  to  people  who,  like  the 
writer  himself,  were  converts  from 
Judaism.  Much  of  the  passage, 
however,     is     addressed     to     every 


right-thinking  Christian.  God  ex- 
pects much  of  us,  but  with  his  help 
we  can  come  up  to  his  expectations. 

•  Friday,  April  16.  Matthew  25: 
1-13.  We  can't  borrow  mental, 
moral  or  spiritual  strength  from 
someone  else  when  we  get  in  a 
tight  place.  But  there  are  ways  by 
which  we  can  store  up  such  strength 
for  ourselves.  What  are  some  of 
them? 

•  Saturday,  April  17.  Ephesians 
5:5-15.  Verse  6  suggests  that  there 
were  people  in  the  church  at  Ephe- 
sus  who  taught  that  Christianity 
need  not  effect  morals.  The  apostle 
Paul,  who  wrote  these  verses,  tried 
to  set  them  straight.  What  does  he 
have  to  say  about  the  Christian 
standard  of  morality? 

•  Sunday,  April  18.  Isaiah  62: 
6-12.  If  you  happen  to  have  only 
a  New  Testament,  read  again  a  few 
verses  from  the  prayer  that  Jesus 
made  for  his  disciples  shortly  before 
his  arrest.  John  17:8-11.  This  in- 
cludes the  prayer  for  unity  among 
his  followers.  How  can  the  experi- 
ences of  military  service  help  or 
hinder  the  fulfillment  of  this 
prayer  made  by  our  Lord? 
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FOR    WEEK    ENDING    APRIL   18,    1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion: 

THE  POWER  OF  COXVICTIOJK 

Scripture  for  group  use:  I  John  5: 1-5 

•   Additional  Bible  readings  for  private  or  group  use 

All  Men  Are  Brothers Acts  17:  26-31 

All  Races  Are  One  in  Christ Gal.  3 :  26-28 

Persons  Are  Sacred Matt.  5:  21-22 

We  Must  Find  a  Deeper  Kinship Mark  3 :  33-35 

Race  Is  Not  a  Test  of  Greatness Luke  22:  25-26 

We  Are  Indebted  to  All  Peoples. Rom.  1 :  14-16 

Love  Is  the  Solvent  for  Our  Problems 1  Cor.  13 : 4-8 


•   Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

How  necessary  is  it  for  a  person  to  have  some  convictions  for  which 
he  is  even  willing  to  give  his  life?  Are  there  any  convictions  of  that  type 
in  the  Christian  faith? 

How  responsible  must  Christians  who  are  not  called  on  to  endure  suffer- 
ing feel  for  the  welfare  of  persons  facing  persecution  for  their  faith? 
(For  example,  the  Christians  in  Nazi-held  Europe,  Japan,  China?) 

What  zvill  present  world  events  do  to  the  relationships  between  Chris- 
tians of  the  several  nations  and  continents?  Will  there  be  a  stronger  Chris- 
tian fellowship  around  the  world  when  the  war  is  over? 

In  what  ways  can  the  individual  Christian  contribute  to  uniting  the 
divided  branches  of  the  Christian  family? 


•  Resource  Material 

Those  who  shared  the  conviction 
that  Jesus  was  alive  banded  them- 
selves into  a  group.  Their  common 
experience  definitely  called  them 
out  from  the  world;  and  out  of 
that  experience  grew  the  Christian 
Church.  Their  fellowship  with 
Christ  resulted  in  a  close  and  abid- 
ing fellowship  with  one  another. 


Physicists  tell  us  that  the  mighti- 
est power  in  the  material  realm  is 
that  binding  force  that  holds  the 
component  parts  of  an  atom  to- 
gether. Just  now,  in  laboratories  all 
over  the  world,  scientists  are  en- 
gaged in  a  race  to  discover  how  to 
liberate  that  energy  and  turn  it  to 
industrial  purposes. 
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In  a  limited  way,  in  the  discovery 
of  a  new  material  called  "U  235," 
scientists  in  this  country  have  been 
able  to  free  some  of  this  binding 
power.  One  pound  of  this  new  sub- 
stance has  within  it  the  equivalent 
of  5,000,000  pounds  of  coal.  Simi- 
larly, if  it  were  possible  to  release 
all  the  binding  force  in  the  atoms 
of  a  glass  of  water,  it  would  repre- 
sent an  energy  powerful  enough  to 
drive  a  great  ocean  liner  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York. 

That  is  an  illustration  of  what 
took  place  in  a  spectacular  way  in 
the  company  of  the  disciples.  A 
terrific  centripetal  force  was  let 
loose  in  the  group,  which  bound 
them  together.  Paul  explains  it  by 
saying,  "The  love  of  Christ  con- 
straineth  us." 

Paul  uses  another  figure  also, 
comparing  the  fellowship  of  the  dis- 
ciples to  a  human  body.  The  Church 
was,  for  him,  not  an  organization; 
it  was  an  organism.  So  great  was 
the  unity  existing  in  this  fellow- 
ship that  one  member  could  not 
exist  without  the  others. 

This  binding  power  proved 
stronger  than  any  of  the  opposing 
forces  that  had  operated  from  the 
beginning  of  time.  It  was  stronger, 
for  instance,  than  the  power  of 
blood  or  race.  Early  in  the  life  of 
the  Church,  a  group  of  Jewish 
Christians  were  convinced  that  the 
fellowship  of  Christ  should  not 
cross  the  boundaries  of  race.  Even 
Peter  had  to  be  given  a  special  vi- 
sion before  he  could  understand  the 
binding  power  of  this  new  force 
that  had  come  into  the  world.  Fi- 
nally, an  ecumenical  conference  in 
Jerusalem  was  required  before  some 


of   the   disciples   became   convinced 

that  the  love  of  Christ  could  not  be 

limited.    The  new  power  overflowed 

the  barriers  of  race,  and  the  gospel 

thenceforth  was  gladly  taken  to  the 

Gentiles. 

*     *     * 

A  splendid  modern  illustration  of 
this  force  of  the  fellowship  of 
Christ  was  seen  in  the  international 
Madras  Council,  which  was  held  at 
Tambaram,  near  Madras,  India,  in 
December,  1938.  There  471  persons 
from  69  countries  or  territories  met 
together  for  two  weeks  to  discuss 
the  problems  which  the  Church  of 
Christ  is  facing  in  extending  his 
Kingdom  throughout  the  world. 
They  met  under  the  tension  of  war, 
actual  and  impending.  Germans  and 
British,  Japanese  and  Chinese,  sat 
down  to  discuss  something  which, 
for  them,  is  infinitely  greater  than 
racial  or  nationalistic  differences. 

In  the  group  there  were  delegates 
who  had  already  been  converted  to 
the  idea  of  the  totalitarian  state. 
But  the  council  did  not  dodge  the 
issue.  At  the  very  outset,  the  sec- 
tion having  to  do  with  this  difficult 
subject  declared: 

"We  as  Christians  have  not  suffi- 
ciently sought  the  mind  of  Christ 
on  the  whole  problem  and  its  im- 
plications, and  so  our  most  sincere 
and  earnest  attempts  to  solve  it  have 
often  led  us  astray.  We  call  the 
whole  Church  to  unite  in  prayer 
and  thought  and  action  in  seeking  to 
ascertain  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  regard  to  what  is  ad- 
mittedly, and  perhaps  necessarily,  a 
difficult  and  intricate  subject." 

Then  the  council  declared: 

"While     endeavoring     by     every 
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means  to  serve  and  co-operate  with 
the  State,  the  Church  must  always 
be  on  its  guard  lest  it  surrender  to 
Caesar  the  things  that  belong  to 
God.  In  many  parts  of  the  world 
there  is  tension  between  the  Church 
and  the  State,  and  there  are  numer- 
ous indications  that  this  tension  is 
more  likely  to  increase  than  to  di- 
minish. It  is  our  conviction  that  the 
Church  itself,  by  its  weaknesses,  its 
failures  and  its  mistakes,  is  partly 
responsible  for  the  present  crises. 

"But  this  is  by  no  means  always 
the  sole  or  the  main  cause  of  our 
existing  difficulties.  From  many 
countries  there  comes  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  endeavor  of  the 
State  to  encourage  among,  and  even 
in  some  cases  to  impose  upon,  its 
citizens  an  outlook  on  life  the  im- 
plications of  which  are  anti-Chris- 
tian. Such  attitudes  deny  the  value 
of  personality  and  repudiate  world 
brotherhood.  Youth  is  being  given 
a  form  of  education  which  is  often 
antagonistic  to  Christianity. 

"Against  such  dangers  the  Church 


must  make  its  stand  both  for  the 
sake  of  the  State  itself,  and  also 
so  as  not  to  lose  its  own  essential 
life  and  witness." 


There  are  in  Germany,  of  course, 
large  groups  of  Christians  who  have 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  the  State. 
But  in  the  concentration  camps 
there  are  those  who  have  not — and 
in  their  witness,  even  unto  impri- 
sonment or  death,  is  the  seed  of 
the  German  Church  of  the  future. 

Too  often  the  Church  avoids  a 
clash  with  the  world  in  economic 
matters.  Jesus  preached  a  gospel 
to  the  poor,  and  they  were  his  pri- 
mary concern.  Where  the  Church 
has  championed  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed,  incurring  a  clash  with 
the  world,  a  strengthening  of  the 
force  that  binds  together  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  Lord  has  been  felt. 

Love  is  the  badge  of  discipleship : 
"By  this  shall  all  men  know  that 
ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
one  to  another." 


This  at  the  bottom  is  a  war  of  spirit. 
Hitler  has  tried  to  kill  this  spirit  and 
substitute  for  it  some  ersatz  thing, 
something  which  is  really  its  negation. 
He  instilled  into  the  German  youth 
new  racial  fanaticism.  He  has  sought 
strength  in  the  ancient  and  discarded 
forest  gods  of  the  Teuton.  His  faith  is 
a  reversion  of  the  pagan  past  and  a 
denial  of  the  spiritual  forces  which 
have  carried  us  forward  in  the  Chris- 
tian advance  that  constitutes  the  es- 
sence of  European  civilization. 

He  has  trampled  underfoot  the  great 
faith  which  has  nourished  the  West. 
He  has  trampled  on  the  Cross  and  sub- 
stituted  for  it  a  crooked  cross — a  fit 


symbol  for  the  new  devil  worship  which 
he  has  tried  to  impose  on  his  country 
and  the  world.  Nietzsche's  superman 
is  substituted  for  the  Man  of  Nazareth 
as  the  new  leader  of  the  human  race. 

Behind  all  the  issues  of  this  war 
lies  a  deeper  question  now  posed  to 
the  world.  Which  do  you  choose — the 
free  spirit  of  man  and  the  moral  ideal- 
ism that  has  shaped  the  values  and 
ideas  of  our  civilization,  or  this  horrid 
substitute,  this  foul  obsession  now 
resuscitated  from  the  underworld  of  the 
past  ? 

This,  in  the  last  analysis,  is  what 
the  war  is  about. 

— Jan  Christian  Smuts 


FOR    WEEK    ENDING    APRIL    25.   1943 

Subject  to  be  considered  this  week: 

TBE  RISEN  LORD 

Passage    for    General    Study  :    John   20 : 

1-17 

KEY  VERSE:  "He  is  risen,''    Mark  16:  6 


•  Monday,  April  19.  John  20:1- 
10.  This  is  one  of  the  best-loved 
stories  in  all  literature.  It  is  the 
everlasting  declaration  that  sin  and 
death  are  not  the  masters  of  man, 
for  they  are  not  the  masters  of 
God.  Who  are  the  witnesses  named 
in  this  account?  What  reason  did 
Peter  have  for  special  thankful- 
ness? 

•  Tuesday,  April  20.  John  20:11- 
18.  These  verses  continue  the  story 
that  v^as  begun  on  Monday.  Even 
the  risen  Lord  must  have  had  a  bit 
of  enjoyment  in  surprising  Mary 
whose  tears  kept  her  from  looking 
at  him  closely.  Do  we  ever  miss 
his  daily  presence  by  being  too  sure 
that  he  isn't  here  with  us? 

•  Wednesday,  April  21.  Acts  2: 
22-28.  This  is  a  part  of  Peter's  ser- 
mon before  the  crowds  in  Jerusalem 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  just  a  few 
weeks  after  the  resurrection.  Notice 
his  boldness  now  in  accusing  them 
of  bringing  about  Jesus'  death,  and 
in  declaring  that  God  had  raised 
him  from  the  dead.  Verses  25-28 
are  quoted  from  Psalm  16. 

•  Thursday,  April  22.  1  Corin- 
thians 15:12-19.    An  essential  part 


of  the  Christian  religion  is  belief 
in  the  future  life.  What  do  you 
think  is  the  meaning  of  verse  19? 
In  answering  this  question,  remem- 
ber that  Paul,  the  writer  of  this 
epistle,  had  suffered  much  for  his 
Christian  faith. 

•  Friday,  April  23.  Philippians  3: 
7-14.  The  writer  of  these  words 
was  a  great  Christian,  but  he  was 
also  a  growing  Christian.  What  en- 
couragement and  inspiration  can  we 
gain  from  verses  13  and  14 f 

•  Saturday,  April  24.  Romans  6: 
1-11.  Two  thoughts  run  through 
these  verses.  The  writer  assumes 
that  we  will  share  the  resurrection 
with  Christ,  but  he  also  speaks  of 
the  new  life  of  the  convert  from 
paganism  as  being  like  a  resurrec- 
tion from  his  old  ways.  Can  you 
give  examples  of  lives  that  have 
been  completely  transformed  by  a 
new-found  faith  in  Christ? 

•  Sunday,  April  25.  Psalm  16: 
1-11.  If  you  have  only  a  New  Tes- 
tament you  will  find  verses  8-10 
quoted  in  Acts  2:25-27.  Do  these 
words  have  any  pertinence  for  us  in 
these  days  when  life  is  so  uncertain 
and  death  so  threatening? 
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FOR   WEEK    ENDING    APRIL   25.    1943 

Subject  for  group  discussion : 

LIGHTS  O^  AROUND  THE  l¥ORLD 

Scripture  for  group  use:  Matthew,  chapter  28 

•  Additional  Bible  readings  for  private  or  group  use 

Courage  in  the  Face  of  Intrenched  Evil Luke  19 :  45-48 

Sacrifice  Versus  Betrayal Mark  14: 1-3,  6, 10-11 

We  Must  Prepare  to  Receive  Christ Mark  14: 13-15 

Jesus  Invites  Us  to  His  Fellowship Luke  22: 19-20 

A  Little  Man  and  a  Great  King Matt.  27 :  21-26 

The  Desperation  of  Evildoers Matt.  27 :  62-66 

Good  News  for  All  Time Mark  16 : 1-7 

•  Questions  for  the  Forum  Discussion 

When  we  speak  about  the  time  when  the  lights  will  go  on  again  all  over 
the  world,  what  do  zve  mean?  Do  we  mean  tJiat  the  lights  are  to  go  on  for 
all  peoples,  or  do  we  believe  that  ''enemy  nations''  must  be  kept  in  darkness  f 

What  can  Christians  in  the  armed  services  of  the  nation  do  beyond 
their  military  duties  to  bring  the  dawn  of  a  better  world f 

What  ought  to  be  expected  from  persons  in  the  homeland  in  preparing 
the  way  for  a  better  w.orldf 

If  it  takes  ten  men  behind  the  lines  to  keep  one  soldier  at  the  front, 
should  every  service  man  expect  ten  persons  in  his  home  church  to  con- 
sider it  their  responsibility  for  doing  some  constructive  study  and  planning 
for  the  postwar  period?  If  so,  how  can  the  service  man  get  the  idea  across 
to  his  home  church  that  they  must  share  responsibility  in  zvinning  the 
peace? 

•  Resource  Material 

Like  the  people  of  the  first  cen-  right    and   wrong    has   disappeared, 

tury,    we    are    suffering    from    vio-  We,     too,     are     asking     cynically, 

lence  and  crime.    And  back  of  our  "What  is  truth?" 

condition,    as    was    the    case    with  Like  the  world  of  the  first  cen- 

them,  we  have   suffered  moral  col-  tury,   we    also   have   begun   to   lose 

lapse.    The  fine. distinction  between  faith  in  spiritual  reality.    With  that 
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loss  of  faith  in  God,  we  have  lost 
faith  in  one  another.  Faith  is  the 
very  warp  of  our  social  fabric ; 
without  it  our  civilization  cannot 
endure. 

One  of  the  most  evident  indica- 
tions of  our  lost  condition  is  the 
utter  lack  of  a  philosophy  of  life 
to  guide  men.  We  know  how  to 
tear  things  to  pieces  to  see  what 
makes  them  go,  but  we  seem  to  have 
no  powers  of  synthesis.  We  are  on 
our  way,  but  we  do  not  know  where 
we  are  going. 


The  writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  gives  expression  to  the 
same  idea.  Speaking  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  world  and  the  redemp- 
tion offered  in  Christ,  he  asks, 
"How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neg- 
lect so  great  a  salvation?"  Then, 
speaking  of  the  manner  in  which 
man  has  conquered  the  physical 
world,  he  remarks  meditatively, 
"But  now  we  see  not  yet  all  things 
subjected  to  him,"  and  returning 
to  his  theme,  exclaims,  "But  w^e 
behold  .  .  .  Jesus."  In  Jesus  he 
found  the  answer  to  all  life's  prob- 
lems, the  solution  for  all  the  world's 
needs. 

But  if  the  world  is  to  be  saved, 
that  conviction  must  not  only  be 
held  by  a  few  watchers  upon  the 
mountain  peaks ;  it  must  also  be 
shared  by  the  millions  of  Christians 
around  the  world.  It  must  be  pro- 
claimed in  the  pulpit  and  believed 
in  the  pew.  What  Paul  calls  "the 
stimulus  of  Christ"  must  again 
awaken  us  from  our  lethargy,  arous- 
ing us  to  new  devotion  and  sacri- 
fice for  him. 


The  first-century  Christians  found 
that  stimulus  in  a  very  real  sense 
in  his  command  to  "go  .  .  .  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  the  whole  creation."  There  were 
those  among  them  who  had  walked 
with  him  beyond  the  walls  of  Jeru- 
salem and  had  stood  with  him  upon 
a  little  mound  and  looked  off  to- 
ward Bethlehem.  The  Master  saw 
the  walls  of  the  great  city  hiding 
their  tales  of  sin,  of  suffering,  of 
want,  and  of  shame.  He  saw  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  He  thought  of  the 
Samaritans  and  the  barriers  of 
prejudice  and  misunderstanding  that 
separated  them  from  his  people. 
Then  his  imagination  leaped  to  the 
untold  millions  of  the  earth  in  the 
lands  beyond  the  sea,  to  the  bil- 
lions who  lived  and  who  were  to 
live,  and  he  gave  them  his  com- 
mand.   It  was  a  marching  order. 

Those  first-century  Christians 
never  got  away  from  the  idea  that 
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they  were  men  under  authority. 
Their  Leader  had  commanded  them 
to  go.  He  had  told  them  that  the 
condition  of  sharing  an  intimate, 
personal  relationship  with  him  was 
obedience.  "Ye  are  my  friends,"  he 
said,  "if  ye  do  the  things  which  I 
command  you."  Their  eagerness  to 
obey  became  the  compelling  convic- 
tion of  their  lives.  "Christ  sent 
me,"  Paul  says.  "Woe  is  unto  me, 
if  I  preach  not  the  gospel." 


Another  element  that  contributed 
to  their  compelling  conviction  was 
the  fact  that  Jesus  was  not  sending 
them  out  into  strange  places  alone. 
He  had  promised  to  go  with  them. 
Not  only  that,  but  he  had  promised 
actually  to  put  into  their  mouths  the 
words  they  were  to  speak  when  they 
found  themselves  brought  before  the 
magistrates  for  his  sake.  Persecu- 
tions, therefore,  did  not  weaken 
their  conviction.  Death  itself  could 
not  dampen  it.  They  could  sing 
even  in  the  midst  of  suffering,  and 
it  was  the  consciousness  of  the  pres- 
ence of  Christ  which  defeated  the 
persecutions  of  the  Roman  em- 
perors. 


With  his  commission,  his  gift  of 
power,  and  his  assurance  of  his 
presence,  there  is  also  his  promise 


of  victory.  The  first  Christians 
never  forgot  that  promise.  Even  in 
the  presence  of  what  the  world 
counted  as  defeat,  they  marched  on 
confident  that,  through  Christ,  they 
would  win.  The  light  of  victory 
was  in  their  eyes ;  the  flags  of  vic- 
tory fluttered  in  their  souls.  Weep- 
ing might  endure  for  a  night,  but 
they  were  sure  that  joy  was  com- 
ing in  the  morning. 

A  tourist  was  standing  on  the 
brink  of  Bryce  Canyon  in  Southern 
Utah.  The  guide  was  carefully  ex- 
plaining how,  through  untold  cen- 
turies, the  canyon  had  been  form- 
ing. Then  he  added,  "What  you 
see  today  is  but  one  frame  in  a  mov- 
ing picture." 

We  see  the  apparent  triumph  of 
might,  the  seeming  victory  of 
wrong ;  but  God  still  reigns.  What 
we  see  now  is  but  one  frame  in  a 
great  moving  picture.  The  waves 
for  a  moment  may  recede,  but  the 
tide  is  coming  in. 

Lord  Grey,  on  that  eventful  night 
of  August,  1914,  stood  at  his  office 
window  in  the  gray  London  dawn 
and  watched  the  lamp-tender  put 
out  the  street  lamps.  "The  lights 
are  going  out  all  over  Europe,"  he 
added;  "they  will  not  be  lighted 
again  in  our  generation." 

But  the  light  of  him  who  is  the 
Light  of  the  World  has  never  gone 
out.    And  it  never  will. 
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THE  LEAGUE,  representing 
more  than  90  per  cent  of 
Protestant  churches  in  Amer- 
ica, is  a  Link  between  the  home 
church  and  the  man  in  the 
service,  a  Link  between  the 
service  man  and  his  chaplain, 
a  Link  between  the  men  them- 
selves in  Christian  fellowship. 
Ask  your  chaplain  about 
membership    in    the    S.M.C.L. 
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THE  LINK  is  your  Church's  an- 
swer to  your  need  for  stimu- 
lating and  instructive  reading 
matter.  It  is  slanted  to  your 
likes,  geared  to  your  Inter- 
ests, written  in  your  language. 
Available  FREE  to  service  men, 
it  is  distributed  through  chap- 
lains to  any  and  all  members 
of  the  armed  forces  who  ask 
for  it.    Reserve  your  copy  now! 
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MEX  WHO  FLY 


One  of  the  most  popular  of 
hymns  used  by  service  men, 
especially  by  those  in  the  air 
forces,  is  "LORD,  GUARD 
AND  GUIDK  THE  MEN 
WHO  FLY."  It  was  written  in 
1915  by  Mary  C.  D.  Hamilton, 
and  is  available  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  Hymnal.  We  reprint 
it  here  by  request  of  various 
Army  Air  Force  chaplains 


Lord,  guard  and  guide  the  men  who  fly 
Through  the  great  spaces  of  the  sky; 
Be  with  them  traversing  the  air 
In  darkening  storms  or  sunshine  fair. 

Thou  who  doth  keep  with  tender  might 
The  balanced  birds  in  all  their  flight, 
Thou  of  the  tempered  winds,  be  near 
That,  having  Thee,  they  know  no  fear. 

Control  their  minds  with  instinct  fit 
What  time,  adventuring,  they  quit 
The  firm  security  of  land; 
Grant  steadfast  eye  and  skillful  hand. 

Aloft  in  altitudes  of  space, 
Uphold  them  with  Thy  loving  grace. 
O  God,  protect  the  men  who  fly 
Through  lonely  ways  beneath  the  sky. 

Amen. 


May  be  sung  to  the  folloi 
tunes:  "O  Lord  of  Hosts, 
mighty  King,"  "O  Love  Dii 
That  Stooped  to  Share,"  "I 
Faith  Is  in  the  Christ,"  j 
"Jesus,  Thou  Toy  of  Lo< 
ifearts."  Also:  ^'Quebec,  L.l 
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